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Comments:

a.

b.

The mosque is, without doubt, the most important of all structures in an
Islamic state and an Islamic society.

In the early days of Islam all devotional acts and non-obligatory prayers
were only carried out in the Sacred House at Makkah. But when an
organized Islamic authority came into being, after emigration, in Al-
Madinah, the first thing the Prophet # did, was to lay with his own
blessed hands, the foundation of a mosque at Qub4d’. He then followed it up
with the construction of what came to be called the Prophet’s Mosque. Side
by side with the Prophet # the Emigrants (Muhdjir) and Helpers (Ansir),
with great zeal and fervor, participated in the construction of the mosque.

. Receiving wages for providing various facilities such as arrangement for

lighting and the performance of ablution etc., in the mosque, is permissible
in Islamn, but it is a highly commendable act if some one donates, free of
charge, a piece of land or building materials etc., just for the sake of Alldh.

. Although the entire face of the earth has been proclaimed as mosque for the

Believers, it is mot in order to perform prayer in places like garbage
dumping spots, animal slaughterhouses, graveyards, baths at public places,
camels’ enclosures, and the top of the Sacred House.

. Mosques play an extremely significant and fundamental role in the building

of the Islamic society. The Messenger of Allih #% used the mosque for a
myriad of purposes — as the capital of the Islamic state, as a command
center for military expeditions, as a consultation chamber for state affairs, as
a public treasury, as an lslamic court, as the first Islamic university, as a
Civil secretariaf, as a state guest house, and for many other constructive
purposes. The Noble Qur'dn, however, particularized the mosque only for
purposes of prayer and remembrance of Alldh, and as a place most suited
for bowing and prostrating before Alldh, for delivering sermons and for the
communication of the Divine message, as well as for the recitation of the
Noble Qur'dn and the learning and teaching of the tenets of faith.
Management of the mosque and their upkeep is the primary duty of the
Believers. But the way the mosques are being increasingly used for
purposes. contrary to the precepts of the Prophet #% is a matter of great
concern, and needs critical examination. For more information about the
institation of the mosques and the necessary etiquettes in respect of them,
orie would do well o study the forthcoming Ahiddifh.
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Comments:

a. ‘Mentioning the Name of Allih’ means not only the performance of prayer,
but also other devotional acts, such as the recitation of prophetic
supplications and other texts containing the remembrance of Alldh, and the
glorification of His majesty. It also includes giving admonitions, delivering
the message of Islam, as well as the learning and teaching of the tenets of
Islam.. _

b. It is great tiding for anyone who participates in the building of a mosque
that, as a reward for it, Alldh will build a house for him in Paradise. This
amounts to a Divine promise that such a person shall certainly be admitted
to Paradise.
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a. Building a mosque “for the sake of Alldh" means doing the deed with full
sincerity. No action done without sincerity is acceptable to Alldh.

b. ‘Building something similar in Paradise’ means that just as a mosque is
superior to all the other structures raised by man, the person concerned

shall be given a house in Paradise that will be superior to all others.

737. It was narrated that “Ali bin
Abu Télib said: “The Messenger
of Alidh # said: ‘Whoever builds
a mosque for the sake of Alldh
{from his own wealth), Alldh will
builid a house for him in
Paradise.”” (Da‘if)
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738. It was narrated from Jabir
bin “Abdulldh that the Messenger
of Allah # said: “Whoever builds
a mosque for the sake of Alldh,
like a sparrow’s nest or even
smaller, Alldh will build for him a
house in Paradise.”” (Sahih)
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Comments:

Rather than the apparent volume of the deed or deeds done by a person, it
is the amount of effort and the sincerity behind the righteous deed that shall

count with Alldh in the Hereafter.

Chapter 2. Construction Of
Lofty Mosque

739. It was narrated that Anas
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" “Competing in mosque’ has been interpreted in two ways: (i) People will
boast of their wealth and prosperity in the mosques. (ii) They will vie with
each other in the building of mosques.
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bin Mailik said: “The location
where the Prophet's Mosque was
built belonged to Banu Najjar. In
it there were date-palm trees and
graves of the idolaters. The
Prophet % said to them: ‘Name
its price.’” They said: ‘We will
never take any money for it.” The
Prophet # built it and they were
assisting him, and the Prophet &
was saying: ‘The real life is the
life of the Hereafter so forgive the
Ansdr and the Muhdjirah.” Before
the mosque was built, the Prophet
# would perform prayer
wherever he was when the time
for prayer came.” (Sahih)
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Comments:
a.

743. It was narrated from
‘Uthmén bin Abul-'As that the
Messenger of

It is perfectly in order to ‘purchase’ land for the construction of a mosque,
and the landowner is allowed in Islam to charge price for the land sold to
the mosque managemment. Similarly, there is no bar to receiving wages for
services rendered for the construction, repairs and the putting in place of
electric and water supply systems for the mosque.

. Gifting land for the building of a mosque, rendering free various services

for it and donating things of necessity to it, are acts of great virtue that may
earn reward from Allah.

It is prohibited to perform prayer in the graveyard. However, if all traces of
the former graves of the past have been erased, the site shall be considered
as good as any other piece of land, and there will be no bar to the
construction of a mosque there,

. There is no bar either on reciting or on listening to the verses of poetry

whose contents are not aganist the teaching of Shari'sh. Use of musical
instruments as accompaniment thereto is, however, prohibited in Islam.

In places where there is no mosque in the neighborhood, prayer can bu
performed on any appropriate piece of land.
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mosque of Td'if in the place
where their Taghuts used to be.l"

(Da'if)
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744. It was narrated that Ibn
‘Umar was asked about gardens
in which excrement was thrown.
He said: “If it has been watered
several times, then perform
prayer there,” and he attributed
that to the Prophet #. (Da'if)
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Comments:

Repeated watering in the gardens turns the excrements etc., used in them
(as manure) into sojl and almost completely changes its character. The
earth, therefore, should be considered as clean. The Hadith proves that any
unclean piece of land, when cleansed, becomes fit for erecting a mosque
into it and for performing prayers in it.

Chapter 4. Places Where It Is
Disliked To Perform Prayer

745. It was narrated that Abu
Sa’eed Khudri said: “The
Messenger of Alldh #£ said: ‘All
the earth is a mosque, except for

graveyards and Hammdm.””’
(Sahik)?!
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1 “Where they used Lo worship others besides Alldh, from the idols and other than that”

(Explanation by Sindi).

] Hamman: Tt is the place (it is not restricted to a room) where washing is performed
with hot water, and they also say it incJudes any kind of water. See Tuhfatul-Ahwadhi.
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Comments:

a. Prohibition on performing prayers in the graveyard is meant to avoid any
resemblance of prostrating before the graves.

b. Some people build their mosque close to the grave of a ‘holy man’ or
Prophet under the assumption that praying by the side of the deceased holy
man is a virtuous act. All of this is prohibited in Islam.
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Comments:

a. The Hadith is “‘Weak', yet the rule to the effect that we must avoid praying in
unclean places is corréet, since’ the Prophet 4 has directed that the mosque
must be kept clean and smelling good. (See Sunan Ibn Mdjah: H1.758).

b. Staughterhouses also fall in that category. Therefore, no prayer should be
performed there. The Hadith concerning prohibition of prayer in wash areas
{public baths) and graveyards is correct. {See no. 745).

©In no. 746, it is possible that it means ‘watering holes’ that camels rest at. See
Tuhfatul-Alwadhi, and this is the meaning that Sindi prefetred, he said: “t is where
they kneef around water, because it is feared that the camels wili fiee and stampede
through it, and perhaps that will lead to ruining the prayer.” And this is the
understanding that most commentaries endorse.
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748, it was narrated from Ibn  Jad 9- Ol 5 s B - VEA
‘Umar that the Messenger of 5.8 g6 P R .z .

; emandl GGa o 28
Alldh #& said: “There are things ) - ’*3 b B
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be used as a marketplace.” (Da‘if)
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Comments:
‘Not taking the mosque as a thoroughfare’ refers to a situation where, for
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example, a person is standing at one end outside the mosque and wants to
- go to the other side and, instead of going around the mosque, he decides to
pass through the mosque. This is not proper.

749, It was narrated from ‘Amr fs:\n,ﬁ‘ date 13 1 A l:é:h;- - VEQ
bin Shu‘aib, from his father, that Shie o oE 7

his grandfather said: “The (Ol 9*15 g”s >
i\)/ies'sengerd of Hﬁ{llﬁh % forbade s 12 gl BF il i g sk LR
uymg and selling in the mosque, g o o omm g
and reciting poetry in the ‘Z_lﬂ‘-’m“’ ,C«‘f“" oF 2B Al 3585 4 06
mosque.” {(Hasas) :x,-L.:J,JI o QL;:‘,‘E". .,\;l: Les

\~\«"\:C ;3_,1».4“ J3 | 3 Sl Ll ;sjl'.,an coglagl a2 [ aslin]] gl
ool L pladly e OV il VYY1 (ela dl toy ok DVens b i e

>
17

Comments:

a. The Hadith further confirms the point made in no.748, namely the
prohibition of using the mosque as a marketplace. It is because buying and
selling often degenerates into wrangling, giving rise to unseemly noises that
are artithetical to the dignity of the mosque.

b. Lines of poetry that promote monotheism and good moral conduct or
degrade idolairy and idolaters, are allowed to be recited inside the
IMOosques.
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Comments:

It is all right if a traveler or any other hard-pressed person sleeps in the

mosque. We should not, however, make a habit of it. However, it is not a

matter of reproach or censure if a person waiting for the congregational

prayer falls asleep in the mosque.
752. Ya'ish bin Qais bin Tikhfah @ {2 f 23 & JF @35 - very
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mosque was built first?” He said:
*Al-Masjid Al-Hardm (in Makkah).’
I said: “Then which? He said: J; LS“ LE ‘M| Lé ‘u“—-“ 4 lJ,|
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Comments:

a. The reference here is to the building of the first mosque ever built in
history, which was accomplished at the hands of Adam #m. As for the
Prophets Ibrahim %@ and Ismé'il s, they rebuilt Al-Masfid Al-Hardm after
old marks had been erased. Similarly, Sulaimin %8 was also not the first to
build Al-Masjid Al-Agsa.

b. This confirms the superiority of these two mosque. Apart from these two
mosque the only other mosque on earth for which we are allowed to
undertake an exclusive journey is the Prophet’s Mosque at Al-Madinah.

c. Since even setting out on a journey exclusively to visit any mosque (except
the three mentioned above) is prohibited, the situation of those who
undertake journeys to visit the graves of ‘holy men’ etc, can very well be
judged.

d. Visits to the graves are permitted, but only to draw lessons about the
impending death and the life in the Hereafter.

e. ‘Pray wherever you are’ means that except for the three mosques mentioned
above, all other mosques are equal in rank, and we can pray anywhere we
like.

Chapter 8. Mosque In Houses 3 WY ‘;, _&,.L;,m g
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narrated that ‘Itbin bin Malik As-
Salimi who was the chief of his
people Banu Silim and had
participated in (the batile of) Badr
with the Messenger of Alldh #
said: “I came to the Messenger of
Alldh # and said: ‘O Messenger
of Alldh, my sight is failing and
the flood comes and prevents me
from reaching the mosque of my
people, and it is too hard for me
to cross the water. Do you think
you could come and perform
prayer in my house in a place
which I can then lake as a place
for prayer? He said: ‘I will do
that.” The following day, the
Messenger of Alldh #% and Abu
Bakr came, when the heat of the
day had grown intense. He asked
permission to enter, and I gave
him permission. He did not sit
down until he said: “Where would
you like me fo perform prayer for
you in your house? [ showed him
the place where I wanted him to
pray, so the Messenger of Alldh
# stood and we lined up behind
him, and he led us in praying two
Rak‘ah (units). Then I asked him
to stay and eat some Khazirah!"!
that had been prepared for
them.”” (Sahil)
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Comments:

g

a. The Prophet's spitting a mouthful of water into the well was intended to
bring Barakah (blessing) to the water. His spittle (and saliva), as confirmed
by both his biographers and compilers of Akddith, had on several occasions

M A dish made with ground meat and flour.
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worked wonders and brought Barakah to the people. (See Bukhiri: 4151)

b. On this occasion the Prophet # had even sprinkled some water from his
mouth on the face of the child Mahmud. (See Bukhdri:77) The idea was to
have fun with the child. Thus, any playful activity that provides amusement
to the children but causes no discomfort to them is permissible — being it
an expression of the elders’ love and affection for the little ones.

¢. There was a depression in the path between the house of ‘Ttbdn @ and the
mosque that used to be flooded by rain, making his access to the mosque
difficult. In situations like this it is allowed to perform prayers inside one’s
house.

d. An invitee for the meals can also bring someone else with him, provided
that he is sure that it will not be an inconvenience to the host and may be a
source of pleasure to him.

e. Itis permissible to designate a place for prayers in the house.

£ Tt is all right to invite or ask a pious person, or a revered personahty, to
inaugurate a noble program or venture.

g- It is permissible to offer voluntary prayer as a congregational prayer.

755. It was narrated from Abu H By J-,a.a)‘ Ii s Bas - veo
Hurairah that a man among the A P TP e
Ansilr sent word to the Messenger &% * LD G B i

of A]léh e sayingf “Come and ] S u’_,| LE CH"’ ‘5,1 Lé P
designate a place in my house s .
where I can perform prayer,” that =P LY Ls“ J“J J,L“’-’pw e M)
was after he had become blind. So RARPRE -T .- L;_;JL:f
he went and did that. (Hasan) Aol g e
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Comments:
The Companion under reference, as specified in the previous Hadith, was
‘Itban .
756, It was narrated that Anas 231 GB35 : rﬁ; 5 BiZ - ven
bin Malik said: “One of my T p f
paternal uncles made some food o o~ 03 g‘-‘ o (e st
for the Prophet # and said to the o J.}iﬁﬁ o e 28 LE LR
Prophet #: ‘I would like you to S 5oL L
eat and perform prayer in my == JB b 5 S G
house.” So he went to him, and in 3 oo ’.w
Y B kb
his house there was one of these ";JJ ‘ - "»U wﬁ ] o
Fahl. He ordered that a corner be L_,-L«zu S JE of ‘-.—’:1 <_¢'| R
swept and water sprinkled in it, O T A T
then he performed prayer and we ot b o 22 B G Ge 2
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prayed with him."”" (Sahih)

Abu ‘Abdulldh bin Majéh said: A
Fahl Is a mat that has become
black {through use).

R <A
oI u*':g" tde b

496  eletemlly dabead! Gobsal

[N
i tde; 1o

F

rarla o4 W ob JB

3521 45 0 Sensd

d..;-L\:

Ol oty e ol ol op NYOYAN Iken] an 51 [mons el gm0

Chapter 9. Purifying And
Perfuming The Mosque

757. It was narrated that Abu
Sa‘eed. Al-Khudri said: “The
Messenger of Alldh #8 said:
‘Whoever removes semething
harmful from the mosque, Alldh
will build for him a house in
Paradise.”” (Dai’f)

PURSIE [P P T I A

758. It was narrated from ‘Aishah
that the Messenger of Alldh g
commanded that mosque be built
in (Ad-Dur) villages,! and that
they be purified and perfumed.
{Sahih)

Comments:

YAV madl GUBT B0y cpadaadl b

S ol gl OG- (4 o)
(Y4 ) el
Le Bl Jﬁz;gmub-vw
S35 1ol L_;j o uL;.l.’;, 13 Sl

(g e st JUy fedms o:L’.«ﬂ @Ja-.’i
o 4 ey (I dene ol e e

1 ew

uafuudwp-)liﬁ‘.d-bh—VOA

p-l

ld/ YU Lﬁ)‘)"&d&?l}ﬁr&?rj\
TT e 5 d

oy

56 55 Lipla

Pl P TR

S AP (R S| ST
ik

T ‘LE«E,GM..._.'.

Con

t.sA“ L—.J-b‘!—” J-l:-ll [c..?n.o aALm‘l] cu_):u

a. Having just one central mosque in a city or town is not enough. There must
be a mosque in each district so that the Believers may perform
congregational prayer with facility and ease. It is in order to build a mosque

M The areas where large family tribal branches reside as neighbors.
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at some distance from the other.

497

Sislesally dobinall el

b. ‘Perfuming’ here means burning incense or some other substance producing

a sweet odor.

759. It was narrated from ‘Aishah
that the Messenger of Alldh 2%
commanded that places of prayer
be established in villages, and that
they be purified and perfumed.
(Sehih)

NS £°°ZC 5ot ‘:f‘ Jor Loradt 31531 l.._iL}

760. It was narrated that Abu
Sa'eed Al-Khudri said: “The first
person who put lamps in the
mosque was Tamim Ad-Dari.”

(Dai’f)

oo Lail By el o

Chapter 10. Repugnance Of
Spitting In The Mosque

761. It was narrated from Abu’

Huratrah and Abu Sa‘eed Al-
Khudri that the Messenger of
Allah # saw some sputum on the
wall of the mosque. He picked up
a stone and scraped it off, then he
said, “If anyone of you needs to
spit, he should not spit in {ront of
him or to his right; let him spit o
his left or under his left foot.”
(Sahih)
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Comments: e e el

a. Keeping the mosque clean is an absolute necessity.

b. It is essential to avoid activities that spoil the purity of mosque.

¢. If the floor of the mosque is unmetaled or muddy and without matting, it is
allowed to spit under the foot since once rubbed under the foot the spittle
will be absorbed by the soil.

d. Spitting to one’s left is only allowed if there is no worshipper on that side.

e. It is not allowed to spit on a solid constructed floor or a Tug or carpet—it
being against the principle of cleanliness.

f. The Prophet’s act of cleaning the wall himself is indicative of his exemplary
manners and humility.

762. 1t was narrated from Anas iz @52 w} 5 ME o GRS — YAy
that the Prophet #% saw some o T .
sputum in the prayer direction of G Ol el J8 cdiim B8 (oo
the mosque and he became so P oS e gz El

Coax cdaelad! Al Lo sl &
angry that his face turned red. i ";,,, L f—"g e GV %‘g‘%
Then a woman from among the  La¥l [ 350 G5l5d ciga) Sas! 25

Ansdr came and scraped it off, ~ AR LRI .
and put some Khalugl on that Ji bl LGJK"'I A ‘Lﬂ:g’d
spot. The Messenger of Allah # Citia to2d o T NN

said: “How good this is.” (Dai’f)
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Comments: A

a. It is permissible to express anger on seeing somecne doing something
abominable.

b. Sometimes, mere facial expressions may serve the purpose of admonition.

¢. It is permissible to give words of praise or appreciation to someone who
has done something good.

d. Both praise and punishment, whether in the form of a few words or
through some other opportune method, are the recognized tools of
education.

[ A kind of perfume containing saffron etc. See explanation by Sindi.
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763. It was narrated that
‘Abdulldh bitt ‘Umar said: “The
Messenger of Alldh #& saw some
sputum in the prayer direction of
the mosque, when he was praying
in front of the people. He
scratched it off, then when the
prayer was over, he said: “When
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anyone of you is performing
prayer, Alldh is before him, so
none of you should spit toward
the front while praying.”” (Sakih)
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Comments:
a. Prayer, is an occasion where Alldh's slave offers his homage and servitude

to hig Lord. It is, therefore, contrary to the spirit of that occasion to indulge
in acts like spitting towards the front.

b. “Aliih’s being before the worshiper’ is an expression, which in plain
language means Alldh’s beneficence and mercy being directed towards him.

<. Some people have put forward the claim on the basis of these words that
Alldh is physically present everywhere. But the argument is not tenable,
since if it were the case that Alldh was present everywhere, then spitting on
one’s [eft and behind should also have been prohibited because, as they put
it, Allh is physically present everywhere.

764. It was narrated from *Aishah

¢
that the Prophet # scratched i . itz
some spittle from the prayer @ ¥ O &gl OF aa o plie P
direction of the mosque. (Sahih)
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Chapter 11, Prohibition Of 9‘—33! P G (1) rnl)
Making Lost-and-Found L o8 Ko

Anncuncements In The () didlt) domolh @ JI a1
Mosque

765. It was narrated from ﬁégj B Pl fy AE B - 4o
SulaimAn bin Burdah that his ’ v

father said: “The Messenger of it 58 «Oly o 4l ol L_s;T g
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Allah # performed prayet, then a N
man said: ‘Who was looking for 2 ©F ‘R o oldd & “")‘ &
the red camel? The Prophet 8 ‘2 1145 36 o a1 1505 s 106

said: ‘May you not find it! The

mosques were built for that for HE u"’” JG § ’"WI J“;‘” J‘ &3
which they were buflt.”” (Sahil) 28 @ detddl e W S5 B
N

4 Sy e e 0581,

Comments:

a. The purpose behind the harsh words is to show his disapproval of the
annouriceiment. This, in fact, i$ a form of admonition.

bi Mosques are built for conducting prayers, delivering admonitions,
imparting wise counsels and éngaging in leaming and teaching, not for
making searches for things lost outside.

766. It was narrated from ‘Atar sy (3 . s 2o

; I
bin Shu'aib, from his father, from & © &Y < T EE T T
his grandfather, that the b Bus ‘-:JJS P I AL
Messenger of Aldh % forbade 4 O ) e (}.;L;.LI L

making lost-and-found .
announcements in the mosque. o} six 58 sl b8 nw u;l 3 )».9
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Chapter 12, Praﬁ/er In Camels’
Resting-Placest! And
Sheep’s Resting-Places

768. It was narrated that Abu
Hurairah said: The Messenger of
Altdh # said: “If you cannot find
any where (for prayer) except
sheep’s resting-places and camels’
resting-places, then perform
prayer in the sheep’s resting-
places and do not perform prayer
in the camels’ resting-places.’”
{Hasan)
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Cominents:

RAR :C

The reason behind it is that, if a sheep tries to gore you with. its hom, it is
ot life-threatening, and you can very well defend yourself against it. But if
you see a camel bent on mischief, you will be hard put to handle it
Especially, its sudden attack could be fatal. As for a camel sitting at rest, the
Prophet #% is known to have performed his prayer facing it. (See Sahih Al-

Bukhdri : 507).

769. It was narrated that
‘Abdulldh bin Mughaffal Al-
Muzani said: “The Prophet #&
said: ‘Perform prayer in the
sheep’s resting-places and do not
perform prayer in the camels’
resting-places, for they were
created from the devils.” (Hasan)

B Gee no. 746.
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Comments:

‘Camels being created from the devils’ means they are mischievous by nature.

770. ‘Abdul-Malik bin Rabi’ bin
Sabrah bin Ma’bad Al-Juhani said:
“My father told me, from his
father, that the Messenger of
Alldh # said: ‘Do not perform
prayer in the camels’ resting-
places, and perform prayer in the
sheep’s resting-places.””” (Sahih)

s wd1u,ﬁj,71.fi,.-vv
e el B B uu‘u Ay
o W 136 18 4 0,25 O of 1

il g g s gl il

-2

“add o EXV/Y el GLBT cE0 6 /1t danl 5T [omne asliasf] 2 gy 53

Chapter 13. Supplication
When Entering The Mosque

771. 1t was narrated that Fatimah
the daughter of the Messenger of
Alldh # said: “Whenever the
Messenger of Alldh #£ entered the
mosque he would say: ‘Bismilldh,
was-saldmu ‘ald Rasulilldh,
Alldhummagh-firli dhunubi waftah i
abwiba rahmatika. (In the Name of
Alldh, and peace be upon the
Messenger of Alldh. O Alldh,
forgive me my sins and open to
me the gates of Your mercy).
When he left he would say:
‘Bismilléh, was-saldmu ‘ald
Rasulillgh, Allihummagh-firli
dhunubi waftah 6i abwiba fadlika.
(In. the Name of Alldh, and peace
be upon the Messenger of Allah.
O Allah, forgive me my sins and
open to me the gates of Your
bounty).”” (Dai’f)
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772. It was narrated that Abu
Humaid As-S4‘idi said: “The
Messenger of Alldh # said:
‘When anyone of you enters the
mosque, let him send peace upon
the Prophet, then let him say:
“Allghummafioh i abrogha rahmatika
(O Allah, open to me the gates of
Your mercy).” And when he
leaves, let him say: “Alldhunima
inni as’aluka min fadlika. (O Alidh,
I ask of you from Your bounty).”
{Sahih)
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Comments:

L Bles gl

The purpose of going to the mosque is worship, which would hopefully be
the harbinger of Alldh's mercy. Hence it is that, while entering the mosque
we pray for Alldh's mercy. Once out of the mosque, however, man becomes
engrossed in worldly affairs, e.g., the earning of his bread-and-butter. It is,
therefore, the time for him to ask for Allih’s bounty in order to get lawful

and blissful sustenance.

773. It was narrated from Abu
Hurairah that the Messenger of
Allah 4% said: “When anyone of
you enters the mosque, let him
send peace upon the Prophet, then
let him say: ‘Alldhumma aftahli
abwiba rahmatik (O Allih, open to
me the gates of Your mercy).” And
when he leaves, let him send peace
upon the Prophet and say:
Alldhumma-"stmni minash-shattinir-
rafim (O Alldh, protect me from the
accursed Shaitdn}.' " (Sahih)
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Comments:

The reason behind askmg protection from Satan is that, as long as a person
is in the mosque, he is busy in the worship and remembrance of Alldh.
Satan, therefore, has no sway over him. But as soon as he comes out of the
mosque, Satan sees his opportunity to mislead him in his busipess affairs.
That is the time when the person needs to come under Allik's special
protection so as to be secure from the evil machinations of Satan.

Chapter 14, Walking To §3(:=J1 dii d.:‘..;jl C:L? OV pmaadl)
Prayer (e T

774. It was parrated that Abu 52 .33 R R v R X AR VIV
Hurairah said: “The Messenger of e TR LT
Alldh # said: "When one of you e il OF ‘gf“"m o R TIEV Y !
performs ablution and does it . e dd,2; J6 106 sk

well, then he comes to the E A @
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in status one degree thereby, and - z o F L.

takes away one of his sins, until -
he enters the mosque. When he {_,3{_,, ‘_é Rty ,,; ;n J"—" ;39 ;,,°;31
enters the mosque he is in a state

of prayer so long as he is waiting : "‘4*;’" N SNV
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Comments:

a. The Hadith confirms the superiority of congregational prayer since it is an
established fact, that it is better to perform the voluntary prayers at home.

. There is much reward for one who performs ablution and does it well.

c. When the reward for just walking towards the mosque is so great that at
each step Alldh takes away one of the worshipper’s sins and Taises his
status one degree, the amount of reward to be awarded to him for the
performance of prayer can very well be imagined.

d. There is great reward promised even for those who just wait for the
congregational prayer in the mosque. We must, therefore, try to reach the
mosque after the call to prayer as soon as possible.
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775. It was narrated from Abu
" Hurairah that the Messenger of
Alldh # said: “When the Igdmagh
is called for the prayer, do not
come running. Come walking,
with tranquility. Whatever you
catch up with, pray, and
whatever you miss, complete it.”
(Sahih)
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a. It is not permitted to come running to the mosque in order to catch up with

the prayer.

b. ‘Walking with tranquility’ does not mean to move at a snail's pace as if

prayer had no vaiue for him.

¢. A person fjoining the prayer at a stage where the Imdm has already
completed one Rak'nkz or two, must not follow the Imdm in saying the
concluding salutation (Salim), but say it after completing the missed part of
his prayer. In his book Subulus-Salim, which is a commentary on the well
known Hadith book Bulughul-Marim, Imdm Amir San'dni says: There is
divergence of opinion among the scholars as to whether the part of Salzh
the late comer performs with the Imdm should be reckoned as his initial
Rak’ah or the final ones. The truth, however, is that these are to be reckoned
as his initial Rak'ah. And Alldh knows best. '

776. It was narrated from Abu
Sa’eed Al-Khudri that he heard
the Messenger of Allih #& say:
“Shall I not tell you of something
by means of which Alldh expiates
for sins and increases good
deeds?” They said: “Yes, O
Messenger of Alldh.” He said:
‘Performing ablution properly™
despite difficulties, increasing the
number of steps one takes
towards the mosqué and waiting

L IS A VN N N TR T O cho |
2 S B} =

5 o, Ke 4 pa3 é‘-?-'i,” :d6

1 See nos. 280, 426, and 427, and this narration preceded under the last of them.
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for the next prayer after prayer.
(Hasan)
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777. 1t was narrated that
‘Abdulldh said: “Whoever would
like to meet Alldh tomorrow (ie.
on the Day of Judgment) as a
Muslim, let him preserve these
five (daily) prayer when the call
for them is given, for they are
part of the ways of guidance, and
Alldh prescribed the ways of
guidance to your Prophet 4%. By
Alldh, if each of you prays in his
house, you will have abandoned
the Sunnah of your Prophet #,
and if you abandon the Sunnah of
your Prophet you will go astray. |
remember when no one stayed
behind from the prayer except a
hypocrite who was known for his
hypocrisy. I have seen a man
coming supported by two others,
until he joined the row (of
worshippers). There is no man
who purifies himself and does it
well, and comes to the mosque
and prays there, but for every
step that he takes, Alldh raises
him in status one degree thereby,
and takes away one of his sins.”
(Hasan)
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Comments;

a. In ‘Abdulldh bin Mas'ud’s estimation, a true Muslim is one that regularly
attends congregational prayers. It means that a defaulter, when he is called
before Alldh on the Day of Resurrection after death, will not come as one of

the Muslims.
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b. If the Sunnah of congregational prayers is abandoned, there will be nothing
left to distinguish between the communities of believers and non-believers.

c. The keenness exhibited by the Compardons to attend the congregational
prayers shows that they did not think it permissible to miss the
congregational prayers without a valid reason. That is why even a sick
man, unable to walk by himself, would come supported by others to the

mosgue but would not pray at home.

778. It was narrated that Abu
Sa'eed Al-Khudri said: “The
Messenger of Alldh #& said:
‘Whoever leaves his house for the
praver and says: ‘Alldhumma inni
asa'luka bi-hagqis-si'ilina ‘alaika, wa
as'aluka bi-hagqi mamshiya hidhd,
fa inni lam akhruj asharan wa 14
batran, wa 1§ riyd'an, wa 1§
sum’atan, wa kharajtu-ttigd’a
sukhtika wabtighi’s marditika,
fa's’aluka an tu'idhani minan-ngri
wa an taghfira i dhunubi, Innahu 13
yaghfirudh-dhunuba ild Anta. (O
Allah, I ask You by the right that
those who ask of You have over
You, and 1 ask You by virtue of
this walking of mine, for I am not
going out because of pride or
vanity, or to show off or make a
reputation, rather I am going out
because I fear Your wrath and
seek Your pleasure. So I ask You
to protect me from the Fire and to
forgive me my sins, for no one
can forgive sins except You),’
Allah will turn His Pace towards
him and seventy thousand angels
will pray for his forgiveness.”

(Dai’f)
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Hurairah said: “The Messenger of
Alldh #& said: “Those who walk to
the mosque in the dark are those
who are diving into the mercy of
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780). It was narrated that Sahl bin 3&J5j'1 deds 5 el Bi — VA
Sa‘d As-53°idi said: “The 5 . H
Messenger of Alldh £ said: ‘Give a
glad tidings, to those who walk to ¢p5lL i
the mosques in the dark, of perfect "2 P e e el e
light on the Day of Resurrection.”” U .L?"}Eu" e on ‘,J'é”' oF
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Comments: o
At one of the stages on the Day of Resurrection pitched darkness shall
envelop all men. In that situation the believers shall be aided in their walk
ahead by the light of their good deeds. The disbelievers shall be shorn of
this light. The hypocrites shall get some light initially only to be deprived of
it after a few steps. Among the deeds that would help bring this light to the
believers would be the fact that they had not allowed the darkness of the
night to make them stay away from congregational prayers.

781. It was narrated that Anas oyl -5 SURL 25 55 €35 - vaA
bin Mélik said: “The Messengerof ~ _, ,", . .. : ot
Allah # said: “Give glad fidings, 3% ot Oteks B 1500 G 5
to those who walk to the mosques
in the dark, of perfect light on the
Day of Resurrection.”” (Hasan)
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Chapter 15. The Greater The ' ”’319 Ay :;lS < (V0 psenad])
Distance From The Mosque,
The Greater The Reward (o L) 1 i rﬁl»z: Ja;,...a.j]

782. It was narrated that Abu @3 :EE 5 % i Eis - vay
Hurairah said: “The Messenger of R TR AU N UL R
Alldh # said: “The greater the 7 _,-J\ Eall o BT LN Y X

c:i'is‘tance. fI‘.(.Jifl the’ _mosque, the ‘2 (yho o8 d&,’. )J| IV oA
greater the reward.”” (Hasin) s ; ,
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Comments:

& In it is motivation for those who live at a distance from mosque, to attend
the congregational prayers.

b. Sub]ectmg oneself to uimecessary hardship is not the demand of Shiri‘ah
But the case that the Shari‘eh gives ds does hot mean open licence for
laziness anid inaction. What we must do is remain clear of all extremes and
tread the middle path.

783. 1t was narrated that Ubayy U Eis (R AT B - var
bin Ka'b said: “Thete was a man J2N sl e - a il s

: : s Azl T
among the Ansir whose house ) }} ‘Nf I 2 fd
was the furthest house in Al- <& o &l 38 (Guddl Ok &) E
Madinah, yet he never missed s s Ly o e ta Lz
prayer with the Messenger of _1 e gl U'f. Jz5 ok e
Allah #&. 1 felt sorry for him and = EEWAT ’{ SN 083 cadly Ca
said: ‘O so-and-so, why do you .o i P
not buy a donkey to spare s EaS 6 J2)

yourself the heat of the scorchirg s TJLU; SR S 4 15% ¢
sand, to carty you over the stony "~ . "o 7 »
ground, and keep you away from ¢l Shiy L3350 G BRTL RN
the vermin on the ground? He D R L 2 T B T A R

: X woks BT 13 sl Y1
said: ‘By Allah! I do not want to 7 & © N7 Y O of T
live so close to Muhammad #.'  Dhe & Sl Ji }‘"*é.@ dadea D
This troubled me until I came to e st e
the house of the Prophet # and 8 55 “’J s e
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mentioned that to him. He called M zz. o) e s
(the man) and asked him, and he <) 5555 <2 Jh § 55 “;L“’ el
said something similar, and said & J.25 3B W s 2
that he was hoping for the reward A A9 ,J:/:é 7
for his steps. The Messenger of AELLE Gl
Alldh #% said, “You will have that
(reward) that you sought.””
(Sahih)
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Comments:

a. How keen the Companions were to do the deeds of piety and virtue! This
incident is but a small example of how the Companions used to bear all the
hardship of the path, and walked a long distance to reach the mosque in
order to get more reward from Alldh.

b. Sincerity towards brethren-in-faith demeands that we give them good

advice, even though we are not asked to.

c I a complaint is brought forward against a person, no adverse opinion
should be formed without investigation against him. The best thing to do is
to ask the person concerned himself what he meant by the ‘improper
words’ purportedly spoken by him.

d. A good intention by a believer merits reward from Alldh.

30 o . [

784. Tt was narrated that Anas i 150 (b gl BA - VAS
said: “Banu Salimah wanted to
move from their homes to
somewhere near the mosque, but 27 23y
the Prophet # did not want the s ., AT
outskirts of Al-Madinah to be left <2 L el &2 L2 ol Ao
vacant, so he said: ‘O Banu CE o A ufﬁ? sE 3
Salimah, do you not hope for the s o L?J e s
reward of your footsteps?’ So. they K“‘.S,Ld dsmiss MU IS & B 0l
stayed (where they were).”’ 2
MPAHE
(Sahih) ) >
oo YAAY 18T Tenis QUYL clea) b OB bl sl e aa
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oxfs
Comments:
a. The Prophet #& forbade them to move fo a residence near the mosque in
order that the oufskirts of the city remain well protecied from sudden
attacks by the enemy.
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b. Attending the congregational prayers is a must even for those who live at a
distance from the mosque, or else the Prophet £ would have allowed them

to pray at home.

785. It was narrated that Ibn
‘Abbis said: “The houses of the
Ansidr were far from the mosque
and they wanted to move closer.
Then the following Verse was
revealed: ‘We record that which
they send before {them), and their
traces.””"! He said: So they
remained (where they were).”
(Hasan)
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Commints:
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For people endowed with firm determination it is better to live at a distance
from the mosque. But for the people who do not take the mosque so
devoutly, it is better to live close to the mosque, so that they are not

tempted to miss their enjoined duty.

Chapter 16, The Virtue Of
Prayer In Congregation

786. 1t was narrated that Abu
Hurairah said: “The Messenger of
Alidh # said: ‘A man’s prayer in
congregation is twenty-some
levels higher than his prayer in
his house or in the marketplace.””
(Sahih)
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Comments:

a. The timespan allowed to us to act in this world is very limited. It is Allals
special favor that He bestows great reward over some of our good deeds.
We must take advantage of this act of mercy and try to be regular in
attending the congregational prayers, in order to win greater reward from

Allah,

. The Arabic expression Bid" (over Tshrin, ie., twenty) used in the Hadith

means any number between three to nine. Its precise definition appears in
the ensuing Ahddith that contain the words "twenty-five times” and "twenty-

seven times’.

c. The numbers mentioned in the AMidith mean the upper limit of reward for
the specified acts. Thus, if the level of submissiveness, devotion, and
tranquility on the part of the devotee is less, the reward will also be less.

787. It was narrated from Abu
Hurairah that the Messenger of
Alldh # said: “The prayer in
congregation is twenty-five times
more virtuous than the prayer of
anyone of you on his own.”
(Sahik)
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788. It was narrated that Abu
Sa’eed Al-Khudri said: “The
Messenger of Alldh # said: “The
prayer of a man in congregation is
twenty-five levels higher than his
prayer in his home.”” (Sahih)
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789. 1t was narrated that Ibn
‘Umar said: “The Messenger of
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Alléh # said: 'The prayer of a .,
man in congregation s twenty-
seven levels more virtuous thana ]

man’s prayer on his own. R U P
(Sahih) Bla J Jx M O EE & gl
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Comments:
We have Ahidith that speak of twenty-five times the reward and Ahddith
that speak of twenty-seven times the reward for performing prayers in
congregation. Scholars have opined that the difference relates to an increase
or decrease in the level of adherence to the norms and rules, as well as the
degree of submissiveness in prayers exhibited by the worshipper.

790. It was narrated that Ubayy
bin Ka'b said: “The Messenger of . s,
Alléh £ said: ‘The prayer of a <Gl sl o
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man in congregation is higher .. -
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Chapter 17. Severe Warning u;’ Jz...l.dl S - Oy V&mn-“)
Against Missing Prayer In VST Z.BL;E.JI ] i
Congregation Up

791. It was narrated that Abu 5. .z.; fae & &
Hurairah said: “The Messenger of ’ <> -

Alldh # said: ‘T was thinking of (mile ij LB (RN o2 ai:;ui ol
commanding that the call to [ . i
prayer be given, then I would tell ™% % -
a man to lead the people in 3 ?,_‘: “’.L;}'S Ml 5 EXG
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prayer, then I would go out with
some other men carrying bundles
of wood, and go to people who
do not attend the prayer, and
burn their houses down around
them.”” (Sahik)
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Comments:

.“o\:c

a. It shows that attending the prayer in congregation is an enjoined duty for
men; no such warning or threat of punishment has been mentioned for

missing the voluntary prayers.

b. It is allowed to raid the the houses of culprits and force them out of their
hotnes without prior warning or notice.

792. It was narrated that Ibn
Umm Maktum said: “I said to the
Prophet §&: ‘T am an old man and
blind; my house is far away, and I
have no one to lead me. [s there
any concession (for me not to
have to attend the prayer in the
mosque)?” He said: ‘Can you hear
the call? I said: “Yes.! He said:
‘Then I de not find any
concession for you."” (Da’if)
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Comments:

a. The Hadith underlines the importance of the prayer in congregation, so
much so, that the Prophet & did not grant any sort of concession, even to
Ibn Umm Maktum 4 although he was handicapped in several ways.

b. The Prophet # did not accept Ibn Umm Maktum’s request to allow him to
stay away from the prayer in congregation, because he # wanted him to
earn more and more reward in the Hereafter. His wish was to create an
inducement in him for the congregational prayer although, as we know, a
blind man who finds it difficult to attend the prayer in the mosque is
allowed to perform it at home as it happened in the case of ‘Itban bin Malik

& (Sunan Ibn Mijah: 754).
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793. It was narrated from Ibn 0% o L2 ke B2 yay
‘Abbds that the Prophet § said: -~ % |77 e .
“Whoever hears the call and does & (Lad 58 cpiia GBI :2Laigl
not come, his prayer is not valid, . ., s T et .:1 "
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Comments:
The prayer being invalid either means that the prayer shall lose its full
reward or that the blessing of Alldh promised for a prayer in congregation
shall be denied to it.

794. Ton ‘Abbds and Ibn ‘Umar g1 Gis 040 25 216 @05 - vag
narrated that they heard the T o IR A P
Prophet # say on his pulpitt & w2 oF (P [t of
“People should desist from fz‘iiling M u_’,;:,.\ 3 o f‘;”‘j‘ R lej
to attend the congregations, " = C.- % T
otherwise Alldh will seal their 5 Gl Weo L&l Ses i1 5 ‘glL:P
hearts, and then tiley W‘FIH be L5 E;Gg'{ f:’:::’],, . 9913;‘j JE | &
among the negligent.” (Sahih) T T . .
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Comments:
a. Pointing out the mistake of a few before the assembly was intended to
admonish others, and dissuade them from falling into that error,
b. Pointing out the mistake of someone without naming him is designed to
make him concerned, and realize his mistake without humiliating him.,
c. Some of the sins could be the cause of the hearts being sealed that would
slam the door on reform in the future.
d. Avoiding prayers in congregation is a huge sin, punishable by the sealing of
the heart even in this world.
795. It was narrated that UsAmah 21330 Jeelisl % M s - vae
: r . # - b 3 ol
bin Zaid said: “The Messenger of . s e bt el as
Alldh #§ said: ‘Let men desist ot oF eppe o WG Bas il
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from failing te attend the
congregation; otherwise 1 will
burn their houses down.'*
(Sahih)
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Chapter 18. Performing The
‘Isha” And Fajr Prayers In
Congregation ’

796. ‘Aishah said: “The
Messenger of Allah £ said: ‘I the
people knew what (reward) there
is in the ‘Ishi’ prayer and Fajr
prayer, they would come even if
they had to crawl.’ ” (Sahih)
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Cemments:

A

a. ‘If the people knew what there is” is the literal translation of the Arabic
words of Hadith. The *what’ here means the reward and the blessings
promised by AHah for the worshippers.

b. Reward and blessings in question have only been promised for prayers

performed in congregation.

797. It was narrated that Abu
Hurairah said: “The Messenger of
Allah  #  said: “The most
burdensome prayers for the
hypocrites are the ‘Ishi” prayer and
the Fajr prayer. If only they knew
what (reward) there is in them,
they would come to them even #
they had to crawl.** (Sahil)
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Comments: iy dgglae gl Lo e T8N I
a. ‘'Ishi’ and Fajr prayers are most burdensome for the hypocrites, because
they are quite demanding physically and, in order to perform them in
congregation, one has to strive against oneself,
b. Anyone who performs these prayers with fondness and punctuality,
practically proves that he is free from hypocrisy.
c. The more burdensome an act of devetion, the more reward would it fetch
from Alldh provided that it does not go against the Sunnah of the Prophet

798. It was narrated from ‘Umar (G52 i3 u,f 5 SUEL Ei5 — vaA

bin Khattdb that the Prophet %
used to say: “Whoever performs
prayer in congregation at the
mosque for forty nights, never
missing the first Ra'kah of the
‘Ishii’ prayer, Alldh will thereby
decree for him salvation from the
Fire."” {Da‘if)
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Comments:

a. ‘Forty nights’ means (prayers performed for) a continuous period of forty
days and nights.

b. Performing the prayers in congregation for forty days on end by a person,
will have the effect of making him used to it, and enables him to continue
with it on a regular basis which, in turn, would earn him Alldh’s pleasure
and salvation from Fire.
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Chapter 19. Staying In The
Mosques And Awaiting The
Prayer

799, It was narrated that Abu  Gi2 (53 25 K 40 @i - vas
Hurairah said: “The Messenger of £ o " s B e

£ : * . |
Alldh # said: “When one of you ielte u‘)‘ o e bl o ”ﬂ-,’L’:“ i

enters the mosque, he is in a state A @ Ji JB idb e ol 8

of prayer, so long as the prayer o WEE  m T e an gt e
keeps him there, and the angels < 5" el s B o St o
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will send prayer upon anyone of
you so long as he remains in the
place where he prayed, saying:
“0O Alldh, forgive him; O Alldh,
have mercy on him; O Alldh,
accept his repentance,” so long as
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he does not commit Hadath nor
disturb anyone.””” (Sahih) a3 |°J
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Comments: ol s sl

a. We must reach the mosque well before the prayer begins so that we are
able to perform the Sunnah and voluntary prayers, or earn reward from
Alldh by His remembrance or the recitation of the Noble Qui’an.

b. Waiting for the start of the obligatory prayer in the mosque fetches as much
reward as for the performance of it. Recitation of Alldh’s Names and
praises, and the performing of voluntary prayers in the mean fime can
bring us additional reward.

c. It is extremely rewarding to continue to sit reciting the Names and praises
of Alldh at the same place after the completion of the obligatory prayer.

d. (i) "So Iong as he does not disturb anyone’ has also been taken to mean that,
as long as he does not affront any worshipper by uttering improper words.
(i) “Comunitting Hadath’ could mean the passing of the wind which, if done
in the mosque, could cause discomfort to the worshippers. And Alldh
knows best.

800. It was narrated from Abu
Hurairah that the Prophet & said:
“A Muslim does not regularly
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attend the mosques to perform
prayer and remember Alldh, but
Alldh feels happy with him just as
the farnily of one who is absent
feels happy when he comes back

o -

I P
ded 85 gk w06 gl

N T *"\Ji c,s.m, Al Je il

to them.” (Sahik)
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Comments:

Allah’s feeling happy or unhappy is one of the attributes of Alldh. The
unanimous view of the pious predecessors regarding the attributes of Alldh
is that we believe in them as they are mentioned in the Qur'dn and Ahddith
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without either denying them or twisting their meaning, or giving them
resemblance to any of the created things.

801. It was narrated that ?‘f_sz“g‘:*“ dal lp W1 BaE - AN
‘Abdulldh bin ‘Amr said: “We A N R A TR X i
performed the Maghrib (prayer) o ‘ v o 3
with the Messenger of Alldh g, & &1 & 2 Dl ujf Szl

then those who went back went .
back, and those who stayed, i . .
stayed. Then the Messenger of  }» (i85 «a) G5 55 oAl
Allgh # came back in a hurry, .. . ., .=, . T .
out of breath, with his garment = ‘¥~ O
pulled up to his knees, and said: [ Rcx o e GaE 3 a&..?f.]l ;}Z_;.
‘Be of good cheer, for your Lord T e P s ,of
has opened one of the gates of “;"‘9'31 &e L = ("dJ e clysah
heaven and is boasting of you ol 3LE & }r’gl S el
before the angels, saying: “Look ™~ =" = 1 2F0T T
at My slaves; they have fulfilled = O9A2% p25 Laip 1348 & gole J|
one obligatory duty and are
awaiting another.” (Sahih)
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Comments:

a. Staying back in the mosque awaiting the prayer is an act of great virtue.

b. Man’s knee is not the part of body which it is unlawful to expose before
others.

c. Allah the Glorified, communicates such things to the angels because it was
they who had remarked that man will make mischief and shed blood on the
earth. C .

802. It was narrated from Abu o Oy 05 ‘;—%’3 21 Bas = Ay

Sa’eed that the Messenger of

Alldh # said: “If you see a man > . e

frequenting the mosques, then  Jsi) 8 cdumd ,;’_-i Skl o e

bear witness to his faith. Alldh Sioer G swr,  asek. T s s

says: “The mosques of Allih shall i i':"'TJ Bp ol A

be maintained only by those who &1 J6 ol & 154556 (amladd
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