
Mosques And The Congregations 483 

(4) The Chapters On The - .  4l@f C L  +I) 

Mosques And The (. . . a ! )  ~&4kL&$l~ 
Congregations 

Comments: 
a. The mosque is, without doubt, the most important of all structures in an 

Islamic state and an Islamic society. 
b. In the early days of Islam all devotional acts and uon-obligatory prayers 

were only camed out in the Sacred House at Makkah. But when an 
organized Islamic authority came into being, after emigration, irl Al- 
Madinah, the first thing the kophet did, was to lay with his own 
blessed hands, the foundation of a mosque at QubS'. He then followed it up 
with the construction of what came to be called the Prophet's Mosque. Side 
by side with the Prophet @ the Emigrants (Muhrjir) and Helpers (Anslir), 
with great zeal and fervor, participated in the construction of the mosque. 

c. Receiving wages for providing various facilities such as arrangement for 
lighting and the performance of ablution etc., in the mosque, is pemkqsible 
in Islam, but it is a highly commendable act if some one donates, free of 
charge, a piece of land or building materials etc., just for the sake of All*. 

d. Although the entire face of the earth has been proclaimed as mosque for the 
Believers, it is not in order to perform prayer in places like garbage 
dumping spots, animal slaughterhouses, graveyards, baths at public places, 
camels' enclosures, and the top of theSaci-ed House. 

e. Mosques play an extremely sigruficant and fundamental role in the building 
of the Islamic society. The Messenger of AU8h used the mosque for a 
myriad of purposes - as the capital of the Islamic state, as a command 
center for military expeditions, as a consultation chamber for state affairs, as 
a public treasury, as an Islamic court, as the first Islamic university, as a 
Civil secretariat, as a state guest house, and for many other constructive 
purposes. The Noble Qur 'h however, particularized the mosque only for 
purposes of prayer and remembrance of AX%, and as a place most suited 
for bowing and prostrating before All&, for delivering sennons and for the 
communication of the Divine message, as well as for the recitation of the 
Noble Q d 6 n  and the learning and teaching of the tenets of faith. 

f. Management of the mosque and their upkeep is the primary duty of the 
Believers. But the way the mosques are being increasingly used for 
purposes contrary to the precepts of the Prophei @ is a matter of great 
concern and needs critical examination. For more information about the 
institution of the mosques and the necessary etiquettes in respect of them, 
one would do well to study the forthcoming Ahridith. 
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Chapter 1. One Who Builds ~+&ss&$-(\ +I) A Mosque For The Sake Of 
AUSh ( 7 )  &.dl) 

735. It was narrated that 'Umar 62 : U?f % $ ;T - v y o  
bin Khattsb said: "I heard the 

: 6 :c :. , ? ,  Messenger of All* B say: + L? 0-3 - .. ,: ,e,, 'Whoever builds a mosque in 3 ;;I; Kx : 4f 2 $ E~~ 
which the Name of Allsh is , 

mentioned, Allgh will build a $ +? 3 cc$wl $1 +? , ,- 
house for him in Paradise."' $ $ $1 2 &; 2 'G 
(Sahih) , , 

-, . 
L L 2  3 '& j l  U?r g & j l  2 c?$l 

+ ;F dl+ a 41 Q .J+ ~-/ ) :JG-!  ei;! EW1 :c> 
.+ d l +  ~ ( 0 2 3  J m I  &,z 

Comments: 
a. 'Mentioning the Name of A l l a  means not only the performance of prayer, 

but also other devotional acts, such as the recitation of prophetic 
supplications and other texts containing the remembrance of All%. and the 
glorification of His majesty. It also includes giving admonitions, delivering 
the message of Islam, as well as the learning and teaching of the tenets of 
I s h  

b. It is great tidmg for anyone who participates in the building of a mosque 
that, as a reward for it, AIL% will build a house for him in Paradise. This 
amounts to a Divine promise that such a person shall certainly be admitted 
to Paradise. 

736. I t  w a s  n a r r a t e d  - t h a t '  ;f 62 : & ,~ -'<*, - ~52 - V Y ~  
' U r n  bin ' A f f h  said: "I heard 
the Messenger of @ say: '+ % 2+ 62 :&I 3 
'Whoever builds a mosque for the ;a ' +' 2 ?- 3 ' %T sake of Allgh, All* will build 
something similar for him in @ $1 JG; &+ : J t  s k  $1 
Paradise."' (Sahih) & 3 I ,  2 'T+ 4 2 $n :Js 
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, N f ~ , j  GL '* ,$ 
, , 

@ j& Y $1 ~ 1 g o ) I  2 Y &  ii&l ' > 3 1 > ~ f  4 2 j T  .>LLl :E&&? 
'A(.- *IJ C .  I , '+ >k- t - i r  ;p &$I &, ~ f 9 Y : ~  ':+I 

&.9\3 <ysWI, 
Comments: 
a. Prohibition on performing prayers in the graveyard is meant to avoid any 

resemblance of prostrating before the graves 
b. Some people build their mosque close to the grave of a 'holy man' or 

Prophet under the assumption that praying by the side of the deceased holy 
man is a virtuous act. AU of this is prohibited in Islam. 

746. It was narrated that Ibn :@21 +lsL 2 ~ L%& - vi7 
'Umar said: "AlWs Messenger 

$ 3 2 'j,? 3 41 Gk @$ prohibited prayer from being 
performed in seven places: The, $ 251; 2 'i* .+ $2 3 '+$f 
garbage dump, the slaughtering 

t he  ,. I jt 9 $1 @ ' 8 c  2 'dl area ,  t h e  g r a v e y a r d ,  
commonly used road ,  the  :;bl$ + Ji;"Lf $ 1  j;.; 
bathroom, in the area that camels 

,I. ,~ 
rest at,[ll and above the KaZbah.,., G2tJ G$i; '?J,&\; &5\ 2 
(Da'ifl 5s; '&<I &Gs 1 '+,I ,- , 

Comments: 
a. The Hadith is 'Weak', yet the rule to the effect that we must avoid praying in 

unclean places is con&, since the Prophet has directed that the mosque 
must be kept dean and smelling good. (See Sunan Ibn Mdjah: H.758). 

b. Slaughterhouses also fall in that categoty. Therefore, no prayer should be 
performed there. The Hudith concerning prohibition of prayer in wash areas 
(public baths) and graveyards is correct. (See no. 745). 

["In no. 746, it is possible that it means 'watering hales' that -46 rest at. See 
Tuhfaful-Ahwadhi, and this is the meaning that Sindi @erred, he said: "It is w h  
they kneel around water, because it is feared that the camels d flee and stampede 
through it, and perhaps that will lead to ruining the prayer." And this is the 
understanding that most commmtaries endorse. 
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747. It was narrated from 'Umar 2 6 2  - vtv  
bin Khattib that the Messenger of 
AJl& @ said: "There are seven : &G $f 6 2  : Y '&I ,f - -, 

,, places where it is not permissible '5 ;, dk 'GI dz to perform the prayer: The top of , , 

the House of AlEh; graveyards; @ $1 2 ~ 5  5f -&I ,$ $ > 
garbage dumps; slaughterhouses; : r w l  ;$ 4 : j~ 
bathrooms: the area that camels 
rest, and the main road." (Da'if) '$1 ie; >&5 

', , ,, 'hjl *; ' ~ L s l ;  

. ~+$l 

iikL j: ' \ T \  :C I(~L~>I +I) J~Jr;i~ * j T  [+ o a L 1 1  :e+ 
j. +A! pr A!+ j. 41 j. ~ $ 1  -IS $L +i & ;P V \  :, ,+ *. 2 
I ' k b  &I L j. .,sj L &p*ilj iT2v :C  '$L,31 4& ILKJ '+ ?L; 

$02~ $,WK ~3 lL l l  G $J> L 2 2 L+ $b3i3 **, Y \ o / \ : & l  

.$flpl1d "J==l> 

Chapter 5. What Is Disliked G + - ( o + l )  

In The Mosques ( 7 0  &I) + L ~ I  

748. It was narrated from Ibn $& 2 La 2 6k - V t A  

'Umar that the Messenger of 62 2G? ,$ 2 sl 
AlGh @$ said: "There are things , , ,I< 

which are not befitting for the <AJ!Sql ., i$ 2 Lj E L  :& 21 
mosque: it should not be taken as t :, '&I 2 ;;I; 2 a thoroughfare; weapons should &= , 

not be unsheathed in it; bows j! JI+B : ji g $ 1  +$; > 's 
should not be drawn nor arrows , ?;s, - 
shot in it; no one should pass Y3 'h> + Y 2 . & * 

through it canying raw meat; no , ,:, ' , t; e & Y3 +% $2 3-3 
prescribed punishment  or , a ,  *.I 
retaliatory punishment should be y; ~ $ 2  F: @ e y3 <$ %? % 
canied out in it; and it should not - Y; 'gf+iM~3k++s be used as a marketplace." (Da'ifi &+. &- 

Comments: 
'Not taking the mosque as a thoroughfare' refers to a situation where, for 
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example, a person is standing at one end outside the mosque and wants to 
go to the other side and, instead of going around the mosque, he decides to 
pass through the mosque. This is not proper. 

749. It was narrated from 'Amr :&@I G 2 $1 3 6% - V t q  
bin Shu'aib, from his father, that ' ys ';6C-q I *iG ;,'i fik his grandfather said:  "The , , - 
Messenger of All& forbade $3 2 2 '- .+ 3> 2 
buying and selling in the mosque, 

cg,y~; $1 2 @g +I 2 ~ ;  &: : ji and  reciting poetry in  the  , 
mosque." (Hasan) .$GI 2 &.i91&13 2; . , 
1 9 V 4 : C  i i b l  $ 41 rx Wl ?L r i b 1  c>,liy! [j*t aal;.Il :&i 

.LI ~ J L  cfl AY.+ B ryr:c '+L$I GJ 2i +L L-;p 

Comments 
a. The Hadith further confirms the poiat made in 110.748, namely the 

prnhibition of using the mosque as a marketplace. It is because buying and 
selling often degenerates into wrangling, giving rise to unseemly noises that 
a x  antithetical to the dignity of the mosque. 

b. Lines of poehy that promote monotheism and good moral conduct or 
degrade idolatry and idolaters, are allowed to be recited inside the 
mosques. 

Wcthilah bin Asqa' that the 2 LS?Ljl ~2 62 
Rophet g said: "Keep your 
infants, your insane and your evil <f 2 'L&- 2 @ 62 : L$ 
ones away from your mosques. :.el . . 'IJ& 

Avoid en~aging in transactions S f l  - -  - 
and disputes, raising your voices, ?+G I&U :ji @ $\ 3 ., carrying out your prescribed &; ; ;  6% 
punishments and unsheathing - 
your swords therein. Make places ??,Z k 6 ~  &f3f 2;; +,G&; 
for purification at their gates, and 
perfume them with incense on k l g f  & 1 3  k; 
Fridays." (Maudu? 

."I $ G 3 s ;  c > & i l  

+,I, 'c,+) &+ + ' Y  \r:c 'r& biW1 ' 0L11 :c+ 
.& j T  & +, ~~2, -@I _j kS + I S  " M I  
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narrated that 'Itbh bin Miilik As- >: k @$ &) J+; - '$ S6limi who was the chief of his 
people Banu Siilim and had ' ~ , a \  +G 2 s!& 3 '9' 2 
participated in (the battle of) Badr , - 
with the Messenger of g )J-% + sG <+L & 2s pi 3-G 

*, , said: "I came to the Messenger of 
J+; & : JG '@ $1 44; 

A E h  a and said: '0 Messenger 
' 

@ & > .a jg 
of &, my sight is failing and Y J  . . 
the flood comes and prevents me 

J* ' ,t jy) si; '++: > &$f from reaching the mosque of my 
people, and it is too hard for me & i"9 <',, ++ z5 2 
to moss the water. Do you think ,.k : ' 2 @ zi; ;$ '::GI 
you could come and perform 
prayer in my house in a place : J i  .$12 '> ". o+I " LIZ  & 
which I can then take as a place 
for prayer?' He said: 'I will do $ f @ I $5 I .awe 
that.' The following day, the ' 3  s$ 'sikl; cG 
Messenger of AUih and Abu , , ' , o ' ~  : 36 & s 2; 
Bakr came, when the heat of the &'I 51 j?l ,. . 
day had grown intense. He asked 9 ~ ' 1  d'L 3 3 
permission to enter, and I gave - 9 . L  

him permission. He did not sit cg &I 2 ~ ;  t6 LG @i *I -1 
down until he said: 'Where would S :  ; 'I& G~ 
you like me to perform prayer for , 

you in your house?' I showed him >> * ~ 
' 9, < ; & ,. I 

the place where I wanted him to 
. r . ' e  - -, 

pray, so the Messenger of AlEh 
g stood and we lined up behind 
him, and he led us in praying two 
Ruk'uh (units). Then I asked him 
to stay and eat some Khaziruhl" 
that had been prepared for 
them."' (Sahih) 

'02~ ~ 4 : ~  C ~ U I  .+> J,S JLI ,L C+JI i ~ J ~ ~  +pi : E j j  
L.L j. ~ o v : ~  ,J+ rr:2 ,,w LWI &I 2 WJI -6 '+t-d~ '+, 
Comments: .?  +,?>I 

a. The Prophet's spitting a mouthful of water into the well was intended to 
bring Bar& (blessing) to the water. His spittle (and saliva), as confirmed 
by both his biographers and compilers of Ahiididith, had on several occasions 

[I1 A dish made with ground meat and flour 
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worked wonders and brought Barakuh to the people. (See BuWL?"n 4151) 
b. On this occasion the Prophet S had even sprinkled some water from his 

mouth on the face of the child Mahmud. (See BukAn':77) The idea was to 
have fun with the child. Thus, any playful activity that provides amusement 
to the children but causes no discomfort to them is permissible - being it 
an expression of the elders' love and affedion for the little ones. 

c. There was a depression in the path between the house of 'Itbk & and the 
mosque that used to be flooded by rain, making his access to the mosque 
difficult. In situations like this it is allowed to perform prayers inside one's 
house. 

d. An invitee for the meals can also bring someone else with him, provided 
that he is sure that it will not be an inconvenience to the host and may be a 
source of pleasure to him. 

e. It is permissible to designate a place for prayers in the house. 
f. It is all right to invite or ask a pious person, or a revered personality, to 

inaugurate a noble program or venture. 
g. It is permissible to offer voluntaly prayer as a congregational prayer. 

755. It was narrated hom Abu :[s$ll @I & 62 - V o o  
Hurairah that a man among the c~ , # ,  ,*, 
Anslir sent word to the Messenger >L EL?? :,+ ;f Gk - , , 
of All& #& saying: "Come and L j  "-.' ' f a -  

designate a place in my house O 3 9  41 'Y <& 4 'Y <+ 
where I can perform prayer,' that % $1 d$; Ji $ ~ f  2G91 h'*%j 
was after he had become blind. So &f AJi; TG 2 a jc :if 
he went and did that. (Hasan) - , . * .  

- @ ;& '~ Gg A,!, 
>s <%! 

. I& :&+dl Jli3 [- eL11 
Comments: 

The Companion under refemce, as specified in the previous Hadith, was 
'Itbsn &. 

756. It was narrated that Anas $1 62 : ,& 2 & CL - V O T  
bin M6lik said: "One of my 
paternal uncles made some food <' $ '$9 2 '@ c& f 
for the Prophet #g and said to the 2 2 dl $ 3 ' L ~  Prophet g: 'I would like you to , ' 

eat and perform prayer in my : $ @G + ?:f 2 '?3:t&i 
house.' So he went to him, and in 9, j~ 'L,& 9, ds 2 his house there was one of these -; ., 

8 ,  3 ? 9 

Fahl. He ordered that a corner be & 3 #k i jJ :@ 
swept and water sprinkled in it, $6 2 & &I 23 ';I% ' j 6  '2  
then he performed prayer and we 
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prayed with him.'" (Sahih) 3;; $ '& $ ,?dl 
Abu 'Abdull* bin MSjah said: A I., , 

Fahl is a mat that has become ,k &;$ 
black (through use) 

$ Jl *I 

04, is.*. $7 &I \ ~ ~ . ) y q I r : & i  * ~ i  [p 0 L 1 1  :c+ 
. ~ Y A / \ : ~ I  AI&~&I, 'C&I 2 e. 

Chapter 9. Purifying And & d l  & A? - (9 +I) 
Perfuming The Mosque , , *  - 

(79 d l )  &&; 
, , 

757. It was narrated that Abu & ~2 : J ~  a * -  j& 6 2  - vov 
Sa'eed. Al-Khudri said: "The 
Messenger of M& said: !% :$$I &f 2 ?>I ., , 
'Whoever removes something ~2 : a . ~ l  
harmful from the mosque, AllSh 

$ & L G $ L z  

will build for him a house in j 6  :36 L& 3 'G? 
-, 

i 
Paradise.'" (Dai9 

d l  ,: k 63 2) :a $1 2 ~ ;  

758. It was narrated fromr&shah 2 A 3 .$?I & @& - VoA 
that the Messenger of All* gj ; g6 , J , ~ S  , 

'+>I $ -1 g 'pj;;gl 

they be purified and perfumed. < ,  ,, 

(Sahih) 7 @ I $ 2  i G 2 cfiif 
$2 Sf; ',%I 3 3 57 %LAL 

.+% 
.;;Vi + d l  iP O J L ~ I  : ~3~ 

Comments: 
a. Having just one central mosque in a city or town is not enough. There must 

be a mosque in each district so that the Believers may perform 
congregational prayer with facility and ease. It is in order to build a mosque 

[Ii The areas where large family tribal branches reside as neighbon 
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at some distance from the other. 
b. 'Perfuming' here meam burning incense or some other substance producing 

a sweet odor. 

759. It was narrated from 'Aishah ; A ,  2: ~2 - V09 
that the Messenger of All& c., J? 

.&* >. r :., commanded that places of prayer 6 2  . 1 ';;i ;! us.-. 
be established in villages, and that 

'?f 3 ':;? 2 r+ 3 czl$ 21 they be purified and perfumed. 
(Sahih) ;I gg , ,  &I J&.; >I :a'g &:G ‘y 

760. It was narrated that Abu if fj2 :+& 2 Lf G k  - v l .  
Sa'eed Al-Khudri said: "The first 
person who put lamps in the $ 2 cd6L 2 46 2 L%G ' ,  
mosque was Tamim Ad-DCri." I :- L G G  $ + J l  g (Dai'fi * < &  # 

:, :Jg 2 EY 4 s . , 

Chapter 10. Repugnance Of d &.II &l;i + - ( j  +I) 
Spitting In The Mosque ,. , 

cr. UI) 41 
761. It was narrated from Abu' if ;! " A "-' 15% - V T \  
Hurairah and Abu Sa'eed Al- 

{,al : 
Khudri that the Messenger of 2' 2 c@ 3 - 
All* saw some sputum on the 
wall of the mosque. He picked up 
a stone and scraped it off, then he 
said, "If anyone of you needs to 
spit, he should not spit in front of 
him or to his right; let him spit to 
his left or under his left foot." 
(Sahih) 
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c U I  2 &L b U I  & "6 'i'&l C * ~ ! + J I  +,&f :cy2 

2 OtA:c '&I 2 jwl p dl I ies '~2, t * q ' t . A :  2 .. 0 2 3  *w a PI>! +J- Comments: 
a. Keeping the mosque clean is a n  absolute necessity. 
b. It is essential to avoid activities that spoil the purity of mosque. 
c. If the floor of the mosque is m e t a l e d  or muddy and without matting, it is 

allowed to spit under the foot since once rubbed under the foot the spittle 
will be absorbed by the soil. 

d. Spitting to one's left is only allowed if there is no worshipper on that side. 
e. It is not allowed to spit on a solid constructed floor or a rug or carpet-it 

being against the principle of cleanliness. 
f. The Prophet's act of cleaning the wall himself is indicative of his exemplaly 

manners and humility. 

762. It was narrated from Anas kG 6;; 2 g' - ~ , y  
that the fiophet @j saw some * -, 

-i 

sputum in the prayer direction of $1 41 $1 3 & 3 *c; - ,  %I 
the mosque and he became so 

+Z ,, '@I & 2 &!; % angry that his face turned red. 
Then a woman horn among the >t.2%1 2 $!>I ' G3 >:I 3 
Ansir came and s a a  ed it off, 

JG cb.& Gk G~ and put some KhaluqlP1 on that ~m 
spot. The Messenger of M.ih @ .a12 ~1 ~ r n  :% $ 1  jj.; 
said: "How good this is." (Dai'fi 

,+WI j?; I c o i + ~ ~ ~ / ~ : ~ ~ ~  +pT [+ D-)L.*!I :& 
1-9) &.L ZX J+- * \Yq7:c 'L.3 21 -3 c *  i3b &.& 2 vYq:c 

&,MI 2 *>QI 4 i ~  +&I, '~SL +i ,J, C(U~-J&I a w l  +&I 

. 7 . / v : & J 1  
Comments: 
a. It is permissible to express anger on seeing someone doing something 

abominable. 
b. Sometimes, mere facial expressions may serve the purpose of admonition. 
c. It is permissible to give words of praise or appreciation to someone who 

has done something good. 

~ - 
d. Both praise and punishment, whether in the form of a few words or 

through some other opportune method, are the recognized tools of 
education 

@' A kind of p&e conbinkg safLron etc. See explanation by Sindi. 
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763. 1t was  n a r r a t e d  t h a t  ., ,* ,',> 
:$&'I yJ L- G k  - VTY 

'Abdullgh bin 'Umar said: "The 
MessengerofM&ssawsome + l $ s  ' & ~ ~ l f ~ f  
sputum in the prayer direction of L~ jG5 6f; : j~ the mosque, when he was praying 
in front  of the people. He '&&I & $$ '&\ & 
scratched it off, then when the ' , , ,, 

: 5 ' a l  &$I & & JE p . @ prayer was over, he said: 'When - .  
>,,' ' anyone of you is performing %I Llj. 2 513 I ~ L  'p&t j l a  

prayer, All& is before him, so ,,,' ',:,,, , - 
none of you should spit toward ej h Fbl - Y2 ~ $ 3  h 
the front while paying? " (Sahih) . cgjlbll 2 

' $ 1  . . . E& ,i rr J;j. ?jl d. jia -4 ,;lli.Y~ C ~ ~ I + J I  * j i  : c ~  
't" . . . L"f"s c + ~ I  j jLqll jr &I ?4 ;+Id\ ~iJl'~ 

.* QI d>ljiJI L* e"L; +b j. "v :  e 
Comments'. 
a. Prayer, is an occasion where A l m s  slave offers his homage and servitude 

to his Lord. It is, therefore, contrary to the spirit of that occasion to indulge 
in ads like spitting towards the front. 

b. 'AllGh's being before the worshiper' is an expression, which in plain 
language means Allih's beneficence and mercy being directed towards him. 

c. Some people have pui forward the claim on the basis of these words that 
All21 is physically present everywhere. But the argument is not tenable, 
since if it were the case that AIl.%h was present everywhere, then spitting on 
one's left and behind should also have been prohibited because, as they put 
it, All& is physically present everywhere. 

764. It was narrated from '&shah ' 35 6X : $=Z 3 3 GG - V ? t  
that the Prophet g scratched LIG L . , I,., 
some spittle from the prayer 'el ;r i z j p  + rl& 2 

, * 
direction of the mosque. (Sahih) d'l , . & A & % dl , ., ., 

. o Z q : C  +, Lr  @, jr \ ~ ~ / 7 : b !  +pi * a L i l  :c+ 
Chapter 11. Prohibition Of d.3~ 2 21 q -  0 \ +I) 
Making Lost-and-Found I ,  

Announcements In The (I-\ L A ;  &I 2 3lgdl 
Mosaue - 
765. I t  was  narra ted  f r o m  '$3 FG :$=Z 2 p 152 - v-io 
SulaimAn bin Burdah that his 
father said: ,'The Messenger of 2 ' 2 k "  & '3& <f 2 
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All* & ~erformed prayer, then a 
i 2 'ZZ; ; 2 '+> man said: 'Who was looking for *; 

I , ,  , ,, the red camel?' The pmphG @ > ~b '@ $1 2 ~ ;  Jc 
said: 'May you not find it! 'Ihe 
mosques were built for that for .gj $1 ., 36 ??%I @I J G2 

which they were built.'" (Sahih) a q '+dl & dl ' z ~ ~  %n -. , .,. 

'31 . . . 4 1  j LlLall & 3 &I ?L c + U l  + + Z ~ y . 4  

.% gJ s,.b (,A "l:e 
CommenCs: 
a. The purpose behind the harsh words is to show his disapproval of the 

announcement. This, in fact, is a form of admonition. 
b. Mosques are built for conducting prayers, delivering admonitions, 

imparting wise counsels and engaging in learning and teaching, not for 
making searches for things lost outside. 

4 *< 766. It was narrated from 'Am 21 L ~ l  : @; 2 6 2  - v,t 
bin Shu'aib, from his father, from 
h i s  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  t h a t  t h e  $g f~ :G$ i f  G k ;  :c !%' 
Messenger of All& @$ forbade ' L * ~  *+ ' kcl 
m a k i n g  l o s t - a n d - f o u n d  6 g  , 
announcements in the mosque. dl :& 2 <%f 2 '+$ $1 jp 
(Hasan) 2 &.2ll ?EL 2 2 g $1 J$; 

767. It was narrated from Abu 
'AbdullSh, the freed slave of 
ShaddSd bin Hid that he heard 
Abu Hurarah say: "I heard the 
Messenger of AllSh & say: 
'Whoever hears a man makmg a 
lost-and-found announcement in 
the mosque, let hnn say. "May 
All2h not return it to youl" For 
the mosques were not bwlt for 
that "' (Sahih) 

~ ~ , I  3 -  , :?is, *,, ,& G k  - v t v  
, ,i 5 :G G$T :+; 2 $ 1  + E L  

$71 & #y y=$ 

$1 @ &i #y '?P%I ,J ., ';&%I - 
;;$ qf g 3 ? d l  2 ? I z  Js 
gn :J& g $\ J+; LA+ :J& 

C ?  ,,< d G  &#$; Cp; 
$ $ -+d, 56 'a 3, ;; Y 



Mosques And The Congregations 501 alcbi?Jlg +Ul ulni 

Chapter 12. Pra er In Camels' ,3d&*i 2 9-1 54. - ( \  7 +I) 
Resting-PlacestX And 
Sheep's Resting-Places cry ~ i )  91 $93 , JYI *: * 

768. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: The Messenger of 
All* said: "If you cannot find 
any where (for prayer) except 
sheep's restmg-places and camels' 
resting-places, then perform 
prayer in the sheep's resting- 
places and do not perform prayer 
in the camels' resting-places." 
(Hasan) 

-, t41 -/id +A- ;p \ r 9 1 : ~  C Y Y ~ / \ : ~ ~ I ~ I  e~i;i 1-1 :c+ 
r L b  ++dl3 6Trl:e tbJIy) Ll+- 31, 'VqO:e <L.> &I, 6rZA:e c+L$l 

< & I 3  ~ v q 3 : ~  6L.y -, 'a>, Yff:c 'G.L$I LS J A ~  GLJJ z p  

.vv.  : 
Comments: C 

The reason behind it is that, if a sheep tries to gore you with its horn, it is 
not life-threatening, and you can very well defend yourself against it. But if 
you see a camel bent on mischief, you will be hard put to handle it. 
Especially, its sudden attack could be fatal. As for a camel sitting at rest, the 
Prophet @ is laown to have performed his prayer facing it. (See Sahih AI- 
BuWlrin': 507). 

769. It  was narrated that  Gk :E .. ui f iri r a  $'J Gk - v.19 - - ., 
'AbdullSh bin Mughaffal Al- t&, ' 9  ~, ['+";, 
Muzani said: "The Frovhet B > %  -1 -. 
said: 'Perform prayerLin the :% Ql JG : J 6  e- 

-, & I &  $ $1 
sheep's resting-places and do not # ,  

I& 9; 'GI &I> 2 
perform prayer in the camels' 2 ,, . - 
; e ~ t i n ~ - ~ l a c e s ,  for they were . a & f i ~  > &$ I$$ b&f 
created from the devils." (Hasan) , ,:* , 

I" See no. 746 
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Comments: 
'Camels being aeated from the devils' means they are mischievous by nature. 

770. 'Abdd-Mali bin Rabi' bin 2 5 I $ ~f fl& - vv. 
Sabrah bin Ma'bad Al-Juhani said: .- + L e ,  

, ,~ 
@ ,Gk :"GI 2 2; "My father told me, from his EJ 2 

father, that the Messenger of ' 

'<f G$T 2 :,~, - 
All* said: 'Do not perform , $1 

prayer in the camels' resting- $+ Y >  : ~6 :@ $\ j+; 57 %f > 
places, and perform prayer in the 
sheep's resting-places.' " (Sahih) 

Chapter 13. Supplication 
When Entering The Mosque 

771. It was narrated that FStimah 
the daughter of the Messenger of 
AUSh @ said: "Whenever the 
Messenger of All31 entered the 
mosque he would say: 'Bismilla, 
was-salimu ' a l i  Rasul i l l ih ,  
Allfiummagh-firli dhunubi waftah li 
abwtba rahmntika. ( In  the Name of 
Allsh, and peace be upon the 
Messenger of AllSh. 0 Allsh, 
forgive me my sins and open to 
me the gates of Your mercy).' 
When he left he would say: 
'B i smi l l th ,  was-saltmu ' a l t  
Rasulilla^h, Allthummagh-firli 
dhunubi waffah li abwiba fadlika. 
(In the Name of All*, and peace 
be upon the Messenger of AUSh. 
0 AEh, forgive me my sins and 
open to me the gates of Your 
bounty).'" (Dai'f) 
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772. It was narrated that Abu 2 & 2 ,., $ ,J;n; 6 2  - v"y 
Humaid As-Sti'idi said: "The ' 

Messenger of AU* @ said: 2 " C j l  $ ; '$&I ?!2? + &5 
'When anyone of you enters the ' 2 ~  $ kcl c' : y ~  +al 
mosque, let him send peace upon a 

i :-; 2 2 2 ; ~  2 the Prophet, then let him say: +? &' $ .; , , 

"AI1iihummaft.h li abwtiba rahmatika Gs ,+ ; 4, 
( 0  All*, open to me the gates of 
Your mercy)." And when he :JG . ,, & & r >  'A,&?I -, 
leaves, let him say: "Allihumma , > >  * 

inni as'aluka min hdliku. (0 Allsh. 6-d $5 lip :@ $1 2 ~ ;  J6  
I ask of you frok Your bounty).'; : &! $ . @ &I s . l  &. $$ GI 
(Sahik) ,,< '&+; & GI 

cf- , - 

cu a &Lf JJ : & . , *  
2 Uv \ r :C  , d l  @ ILL Js L ,b '&%jLdl a& '+ *pi :C+ 

. + a, L L.J=- 
Comments 

The purpose of going to the mosque is worship, which would hopefully be 
the harbinger of A l l a s  mercy. Hence it is that, while entering the mosque 
we pray for Allih's mercy. Once out of the mosque, howeva, man becomes 
engrossed in worldly affairs, e.g., the earning of his bread-and-butter. It is, 
therefore, the time for him to ask for AUWs bounty in order to get lawful 
and blissful sustenance. 

773. It was nmated from Abu ;f ~2 : & < a  62 - VVf 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 2 . d  .;& " ' , L 
All* g said: "When anyone of . 3-1 6 2  : w ' !  .$ 
you enters the mosque, let him * c  -,.,> 4 ,:,a ;' , 
send peace upon the Prophet, then 1 9 2 c $ p J l  & +-b 

let him say: 'Alliihumma affahli pkf $2 lip : J i  @ $ 1  J$; 
a ldba  rAmatik ( 0  A l h  open to 

a ,+ : fij wl ' . I  me the gates of Your mercy).' And # , - ., 
when he leaves, let him send peace $,$ 69 1 ; ~  ',@; 2 upon  the  Prophet  and  say: > a  

'Alllihumma-'simni minash-shaittniy- 2 '$1 $% $1 . , $ 
rajim ( 0  All*, protect me from the . ~ ~ 3 1  &ill accursed Shaifiin).' " (Sakik) 
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Comments: 
The reason behind asking protection from Satan is that, as long as a person 
is in the mosque, he is busy in the worship and remembrance of All&. 
Satan, therefore, has no sway over him. But as soon as he comes out of the 
mosque, Satan sees his opportunity to mislead him in his business affairs. 
That is the h e  when the person needs to come under AllWs special 
protection so as to be secure from the evil machjnations of Satan. 

Chapter 14. Walking To 
Prayer 

774. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
All* g said: 'When one of you 
performs ablution and does it 
well, then he  comes to the 
mosque with no other motive but 
prayer and not seeking anything 
other than the prayer, he does not 
take one step but All& raises him 
in status one degree thereby, and 
takes away one of his sins, until 
he enters the mosque. When he 
enters the mosque he is in a state 
of prayer so long as he is waiting 
for the prayer.'" (Sahih) 

Comments: 
a. The Hadith confirms the superiority of congregational prayer since it is an 

established fact, that it is better to perform the voluntary prayers at home. 
b. There is much reward for one who performs ablution and does it well. 
c. When the reward for just walking towards the mosque is so great that at 

each step All& takes away one of the worshipper's sins and raises his 
status one degree, the amount of reward to be awarded to him for the 
performance of prayer can very well be imagined. 

d. There is great reward promised even for those who just wait for the 
congregational prayer in the mosque. We must, therefore, try to reach the 
mosque after the call to prayer as soon as possible. 
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775. It was narrated fmm Abu G2,& L~~~ ,:f ~k - vVo 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 

'& <.' \.'I && '. AUSh said: "When the Iqimah +i 2 , dl 
is called for the prayer, do not s , 

come running. Come walking, $1  3 '*I + +& 3 '?& 
with tranquility. Whatever you $$ 91 j ~ ;  zf ' *a * '  e A p  iz7 ' 2 '2.k 
catch u p  with,  pray,  and ~ ; q ,  ;b , : :, 
whatever you miss, complete it." 9 3 % *a1 ef lZp 
(Salzik) G I  ; , ; :.-.: ' dY- 

kfj $6 ,,; 
. 

$1 . . . Gs >EX ~ j s i l  "+I "L r * ~ U l  C+ 'u-=T :=+- 
..!,+I*! &+I=- ;P 1.T:  

Comments: 
2 

a. It is not permitted to come running to the mosque in order to catch up with 
the prayer. 

b. 'Walking with tranquility' does not mean to move at a snail's pace as  if 
prayer had no value for hia 

c. A person joining &e prayer at a stage where the Imam has already 
completed one Rak'ah or two, must not follow the Imrim in saying the 
concluding salutation (SalEm), but say it after completing the missed part of 
his prayer. In his book Subulus-Salim, which is a cornmentaIy on the well 
known Hadith book Bulughul-Marcim, I& Amir San'Sni says: There is 
divergence of opinion among the scholars as to whether the part of S& 
the late comer perfom with the 1m-m should be reckoned as his initial 
Rak'ah or the final ones. The truth, however, is that these are to be reckoned 
as his initial R a m .  And All& knows best. 

776. It was narrated &om Abu 
Sa'eed Al-Khudri that he heard 
the Messenger of AlEh & say: 
'Shall I not tell you of something 
by means of which All31 expiates 
for sins and increases good 
deeds?' They said: 'Yes, 0 
Messenger of Allgh.' He said: 
'Performing ablution properly111 
despite difficulties, mcreasing the 
number of steps one takes 
towards the mosque and waiting 

[I1 See nos. 280,426, and 427, and thk narration preceded under the last of them. 
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for the next prayer after prayer.' 
(Hasan) I I ' & d l  dl #I 

. c<%ll 

777. I t  was  na r ra ted  that  X.G f~ : & LZ E% - vvv 2 .d 
'AbdullSh said: "Whoever would c.: ,“ 
like to meet ~ l l ~ h  tomomow (i.e. +l>i 2 1+ L;"L :+ $1 

on the Day of Judgment) as a + 1 & 2 y$Q 1 f ~ * ' 2 ~ ' ~  & j. ., 
Muslim, let him preserve these , ~ TG &\ 2. a '  M ,  

, , 
five (daily) prayer when the call , a! ay 2 :J& 
for them is given, for they are 'dl $95 J j+$ part of the ways of guidance, and , 

' r 
AllSh prescribed the ways of $ a p  ,, 6;c 
guidance to your Prophet B. By c6Gl s % @, ~2 a\ ZG All*, if each of you prays in his 
house, you will have abandoned ?$ 'g 4 @ Zf $ '+?'; 
the Sunnah of your fiophet @, , 

, 

J y; ' F s  
and if you abandon the Sunnah of 
your Prophet you will go astray. I 41 @ a E; I$; s; 
remember when no one stayed 

, r.;, . C ,  
behind from the prayer except a 2 6>k ;& 
hypoaite who was known for his E; 'al j& > &71 hypocrisy. I have seen a man 

a,: ';&, & * $; 
coming supported by two others, JL -+? 
until he joined the row (of qL :,& & worshippers). There is no man , 

who purifies himself and does it .3.+? & % k; t s ; ~  5 3 %\ 2; 
well, and comes to the mosque 
and prays there, but for every 
step that he takes, AUGh raises 
him in status one degree thereby, 
and takes away one of his sins." 
(Hasan) . . 
$&I + a j l ~ j ~  rx- + , + I ~ !  4 ~ -  j. TAY 11 : b i  +pi I-I :ep 

. t i ~ ' & i i / i : + i b p Y ! ~ > + k $ ~  ~s+dl++i  
Comments: 
a. In 'AbdullGh bin Mas'ud's estimation, a true Muslim is one that regularly 

attends congregational prayers. It means that a defaulter, when he is called 
before AllSh on the Day of Resurrection after death, will not come as one of 
the Muslims. 
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b. If the Sunnah of congregational prayers is abandoned, there will be nothing 
left to distinguish between the communities of believers and non-believers. 

c. The keenness exhibited by the Companions to attend the congregational 
prayers shows that they did not think it permissible to miss the 
congregational prayers without a valid reason That is why even a sick 
man, unable to walk by himself, would come supported by others to the 
mosque but would not pray at home. 

, a  J',, 5'- 
778. It was narrated that Abu 5 &J 2 +& 2 L- LJL- - VVA , , ,  
Sa'eed Al-Khudri said: "The &J, w, ~2 
Messenger of AEh @$ said: , -, 3, 

. , a  y'+ G k  ' 'Whoever leaves his house for the > 93jp j! 
I 

&i 
prayer and says: 'Alllihumma inni 6 6 i : - c+ 

asa'luka bi-haqqis-s3ilina 'alaika, wa -, ,-, &; d 
as'aluka bi-haqqi mamshdya hddhi, Ji & & 63 >D 1 %  + I  3 4 ;  fa inni lam &ruj asharan wa l i  

& d'kf iA :J& batran, wa 16 riwi'an, wa 1; " 
sum'atan, wa kharajtu-ttiqi'a '12 k~ & A'Lf; '&$ >al ,, sukhtika wabfigha'a mnrdrifika, , , ,, , 
firSraluka an b f i d h n i  rninan.nfi Y j  CL;J Y j  I& Y j  :,if k s f  2 +$ 

9 9 ~ , < ,  wa an taghfira li dhunubi, Innahu 16 ;g.lj ;L;t.l c;rj- ' 
yaghfmrdh-dhunuba ill; Anta. (0 

r $ 6  ,, 
AUSh, I ask You by the right that i f j  Jel 2 &2 dl dkt '&G> 
those who ask of You have over Sb "51 3 Y  25 &'$ & 3 
You, and I ask You by virtue of 

& $f , ,!f this walking of mine, for I am not 3 '+? ,- G 

going out because of pride or . &$, J L* 
vanity, or to show off or make a 
reputation, rather I am going out 
because I fear Your wrath and 
seek Your pleasure. So I ask You 
to protect me from the Fire and to 
forgive me my sins, for no one 
can forgive sins except You),' 
All& will turn His Face towards 
him and seventy thousand angels 
will pray for his forgiveness." 
(DaiN 

, 
779. It was narrated that Abu gl> ,$ 2 6 2  - vvq 



Mosques And The Congregations 508 otsb;?cll9 .+e.Il wlg?l 

Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
,J 2 '@ 2 Qjl 6 2  All* jgg said: 'Those who walk to ., 

,, -, the mosque in the dark are those J$ ' $ '81; # $ &kl 81; 
who are diving into the mercy of :,~,, 
All*.'" (Dai'f) *r." ,f 2 <&& $r 2 c $  '$f 

J! ~ , L ~ I R  : I 2 ;  J : j C ;  

> 5$lgjl 4,f $ *L51 
. $1 &; 

'U _Js 1-1 e i J 3 1  'G+ >L! lj. : L5fiJl JL i f  [a OJL~I : =i; 
4;13 _ijg ‘ ~ 0 0 : ~  G ~u'.~.,J-j!.Jdl~ 

., fllsl 6 2  - V A *  780. It was narrated that Sahl bin : 91 ' ~ ' 
Sa'd As-Ss ' idi  s a i d :  "The 6 2  : A ~ ~ $ ~  +?dl ~2 Messenger of Ail& jgg said: 'Give -, 

f :, dl J& > a  ,~,? glad tidings, to those who walk to ' ;G 2 c :, 2 PJ 
the mosques in the dark, of perfect I* 
light on the Day of Resurrection.'" jt :Jt &+II + +, p ,y 
(Hasan) 

,D, # ,  
a+ ,.A ?L. <& *L51 Jl 

4 , & \ ; t T - >  \ ~ q h : C i r V V / T : L ~ j ! l  + ,&! [ j30~Ll ]  :c> 
.&I +,> jr J;_! Y +.& '&Jig cL4,;; all '&-dl G3 j;gji,$Jl r~ 

Comments: 
At one of the stages on the Day of Resuxrection pitched darkness shall 
envelop all men. In that situation the believers shall be aided in their walk 
ahead by the light of their good deeds. The disbelievers shall be shorn of 
this light. The hypocrites shall get some light initially only to be deprived of 
it after a few steps. Among the deeds that would help bring this light to the 
believers would be the fact that they had not allowed the darkness of the 
night to make them stay away from congregational prayers. 

, ,~ 781. It was narrated that Anas ck! 2 d p 2  2 :f$ 6 2  - VA\  
bin Mslik said: "The Messenger of , , 

3 6 2  :%.dl *;E 22 Allsh @ said: "Give glad tidings, $ .  ,. to those who walk to the mosques $ 2 ' %al &t' . * +.al .; 2 ce in the dark, of perfect light on the 
Day of Resurrection."' (Hasan) 3:n :% $1 3 4 ;  ~6 : j 6  d* i ,L 
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Chapter 15. The Greater The 2 k ' $ G  k ' Y  I : AF - ( o 41) 
Distance From The Mosque, 
The Greater The Reward (I"& d l )  \ ~ f  '$f 4 1  

782. It was narrated that Abu 62 .s d r  2 $ $f L?G - VAT ., 
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 
m;h &g said: 'me *eater the $31 G 3 c+ & 2 ~23 -. u . . - 
distance from the mosque, the $ 1  ' - "  

, , &$ greater the reward.'" [Hasan) I ' 

&gID :gg J4; J G  : J,j :,~,, 
3 ,  df 

Comments: 
a. In it is motivation for those who l~ve at a &stance from mosque, to attend 

the congregahonal prayers 
b Subjecting oneself to unnecessary hardshp is not the demand of Shan'ah 

But the ease that the Shan'ah gves us does not mean open hcence for 
lazmess and mactlon What we must do is remm dear of all extremes and 
bead the mddle path 

783. It was narrated that Ubayy 
bin Ka'b said: "There was a man 
among the Ansir whose house 
was the furthest house in Al- 
Madinah, yet he never nussed 
prayer with the Messenger of 
All* a. I felt sony for him and 
said: '0 swand-so, why do you 
not buy a donkey to spare 
yourself the heat of the scorching 
sand, to cany you over the stony 
ground, and keep you away from 
the vermin on the ground?' He 
said: 'By All*! I do not want to 
live so dose to Muhammad e.' 
This troubled me until I came to 
the house of the Prophet g and 
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mentioned that to him. He cded  ,?f ,,:, A! ,>&z32 As,:,,,: 
(the man) and asked him, and he 41 JS>3 ( ' 2 ~  .Is& 

said something similar, and said ~ L D  :g $ 1  J$; Jg '?;f 2 4; 
that he was hoping for the reward 

, tuf &j 
for his steps. The Messenger of 
AUih said, 'You will have that 
(reward) that you sought."' 
(Sahih) 

+A?- 2 ~ 7 r : ~  C+UI m i  ~3 ;s ?L +UI +pi :rj; 
.+ .i., .G 

Comments: 
a. How keen the Companions were to do the deeds of piety and virtue! This 

incident is but a small example of how the Companions used to bear d the 
hardship of the path, and waked a long distance to reach the mosque in 
order to get more reward from All& 

b. Sincerity towards brethren-in-faith demands that we give them good 
advice, even though we are not asked to. 

c. If a complaint is brought forward against a person, no adverse opinion 
should be formed without investigation against him. The best thing to do is 
to ask the person concerned himself what he meant by the 'improper 
words' purportedly spoken by him. 

d. A good intention by a believer merits reward from AEh. 

,s ,,* , 784. It was narrated that Anas 2 ~ '$$ 2l l 3 - b  - V A f  
said: "Banu Salimah wanted to gL :+>dl 2G fik 
move from their homes to 
somewhere near the mosque, but $ &:I-[ >' . . J  'G  g G  $ $7 3 &2 
the Prophet @ did not want the , - 
outskim of Al-Madinah to be left ?> dL &c? & l d ~  Lf % 
vacant, so he said: '0 Banu '&dl 13g sf gg ;$: c&, 
Salimah, do you not hope for the - -  , ,,; -,,, ~ , , 6  * 
reward of your footsteps?' So they "PJLI ;r+ YI  !% ,+& : 26 
stayed (where they were)." .l$L% 
(Sahih) 
;, rnnv '107 Z ? D D : ~  Z,E~I ?L;~I -+ chIiSI! 'dJWi +pi :ejj 

c+U >j ikrJl ;jS && +,4 '+Ul  C+ L9 hly: 41, '+ Ipz +& 
6 2 3  

Comments: 
a. The Prophet g$ forbade them to move to a residence near the mosque in 

order that the outskirts of the city remain well pmltiled from sudden 
attacks by the enemy. 
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b. Attending the congregational prayers is a must even for those who live at a 
distance from the mosque, or else the Prophet @ would have allowed them 
to pray at home. 

785. It was narrated that Ibn :& ~2 :- 2 3 - VAO 

'Abbss said: "The houses of the 
Ansar were far from the mosque '%A 2 +t& 3 c&l$i C.52 
and they wanted to move closer. $% ;&:ql +g : jg 4'G 41 @ 
Then the following Verse was 
reveale& 'We record that which 1 4 2  i f  I~:I;~ .&I & , $ j ~  

, , 

they send before (them), and their 5, ,, ,, i>x -+ : 
traces."'[" 4p9b Y' J He said: So they P 

remained (where they were)." ' j ~  
(Hasan) 

. ( r ~  Y I)+++ 
Comments: 

For people endowed with firm determination it is better to live at a distance 
from the mosque. But for the people who do not take the mosque so 
devoutly, it is better to live close to the mosque, so that they are not 
tempted to miss their enjoined duty. 

Chapter 16. The Virtue Of 2 !%&!I $4 , +$ - 0 7  +I) 
Prayer In Congregation (n d l )  ?lL+ 
786. It was narrated that Abu C k  :Z ' ,6 ,-* , 1 $ 3i l3-b - VAT .- gy:, 
Hwairah said: "The Messenger of 
AU$h said: 'A man's prayer in '$G &f 2 ' ~ $ 1  9 '&C 47 
congregation is twenty-some .@ +, 2 ~ ;  j6 : 36 :-*' 
levels higher than his prayer in ,f 'Y 
his house or in the marketplace.'" ,, 47.ri% & LC 7' 'pt& 2 . $31 , r%r 
(Sahih) 

*& '42 2 43-22 g 2 
. U&>i 
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I*> L& 
Comments: 
a. The timespan allowed to us to act in this world is very limited. It is AEWs 

special favor that He bestows great reward over some of our good deeds. 
We must take advantage of this act of mercy and try to be regular in 
attending the congregational prayers, in order to win greater reward from 
m. 

b. The Arabic expression Bid' (over 'Ishrin, i.e., twenty) used in the Hadith 
means any number between three to nine. Its precise definition appears in 
the ensuing AhBdith that contain the words 'twenty-five times' and 'twenty- 
seven times'. 

c. The numbers mentioned in the Aluiditlz mean the upper limit of reward for 
the specified acts. Thus, if the level of submissiveness, devotion, and 
tranquility on the part of the devotee is less, the reward will also be less. 

.i /L 787. It was narrated from Abu L d  3 ch!>> * I  E L  - VAV 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allih .h said: "The prayer in +I sj" '& 3 ;-..I;.! L";; : #.&! & 
congregation is twenty-five times $7 2 a\ . - s-L-;s '"Q 
more virhlous than the prayer of GD : ji >, ,~, * h :,~,, 
anyone of you on his own." , YJ a! 
(Sahih) ,u& ;x3 pGf gs 3 +dl 

, , , , 
&&9 

~ r v j v : ~  I;+ AIS 41 ~ i j  A! J> V~ c+! :c+ 
* , A j I ( , , G  *,b 3 > z q : c  $1 . .  . bW1 ;& p + ' + U I  '+> 

./. GMi-L * 
788. It was narrated that Abu $f 62 :+.$ 47 6k - VAA 
Sa'eed Al-Khudri said: "The 
Messenger of Allih @$ said: 'The + ,Ik; 3 ' 3 s  2 ?'% c23C 
prayer of a man in congregation is 26 : j6 ~ , & l  $f 2 cj,2 
twenty-five levels higher than his . a  

prayer in his home.'" (Sahih) FG+ 2 . &'JI , 3.a :@ 41 24; 
&A, *G '& 2 &'% 3 L.: ,,-. ,, 4 

. u&> 
';>I JL >I + 2 ?L ii&i c>g~>gT ? j i  :E+ 

.&UIJ '+W!s ' b k  >I -3 L +  L2L +L j. 0 7 , : ~  

,,< 789. It was narrated that Ibn :z; $ 3 $71 E L  - VA4 
'Umar said: "The Messenger of 
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I 

All* @ said: 'The prayer of a .. ,-, ,:*, - in congregation is menty. 2 $1 9 :+ 2 &% 62 
- ,  ,, seven levels more virtuous than a J : J 6 2 $1  2 8 3 c$ 

man's prayer on his own."' , , 

(Sahih) pG& ,j . &>I , h . 2 8  1% $ 1  J$; 

n&;z &A; 
Q-i- 2 ' $1  . . . 4WI i& "L '+Ul ~pLs ejl :clij 

.+ -. 
Comments: 

We have A m i f h  that speak of twenty-five times the reward and Ahtdifh 
that speak of twenty-seven times the reward for performing prayers in 
congregation. Scholars have opined that the difference relates to an increase 
or decrease in the level of adherence to the norm and rules, as well as the 
degree of submissiveness in prayers exhibited by the worshipper. 

790. It was narrated that Ubayy if ~2 2 ~2 - vq, 
bin Ka'b said: "The Messenger of 

said:  he prayer of a ' A ~ L  , &f ., 2 $2 c2 :MI 3 
man in congregation is higher f .. g 2  '%f 2  than his prayer on his own by 2 ' ~ : ~  g ? "  
twenty-four o r  twenty-five $1 J$: 26 : J6  A ; + +  ~ g j  / : *  ~ $ 1  
levels." (Hasan) & &j zq 2 $71 ?%B :g 

Chapter 17. Severe Warning . &, , 
$2 ,-- u q  - (1V ,&dl) 

Against Missing Prayer In (rv d l ,  y+jl 2 dl Congregation , 

791. It was narrated that Abu 62 : f ~ 3 ,f, e s  
Hurairah said: "The Messenger of 4 ,  3 J i - v q \  

All& @ said: 'I was thinking of '&G c&r 9 c @91 2 GG ~f 
commanding that the call to 

: ' $I 2 ;  J I ~ l ; :  :,.,. prayer be given, then I wodd tell 4' 9 
>y ;f & a man to lead the people in 3 'fa * 



Mosques And The Congregations 514 olst+lg +'-dl 6+lqti 

prayer, then I would go out with ,*, s: 

some other men carrying bundles $Z ,, cfl&& , ,- & '%; 
of wood, and go to people who ' F ~ I  
do not attend the prayer, and 
bum their houses down around 
them."' (Sahih) 

j. otA:C 'twl r?j 2 "4 ';&I '>>~>~i ep! [-I zEfi 
'+J 'I":C '$,"I3 '" +Vl 'jG '.G ;"" +A- 9 3  '" &>lY '$! +b 

.I" :C 

Comments: 
a. It shows that attending the prayer in congregation is an enjoined duty for 

men; no such warning or threat of punishment has been mentioned for 
missing the voluntary prayers. 

b. It is allowed to raid the the houses of culprits and force them out of their 
homes without prior warning or notice. 

792. It was narrated that Ibn 6 2  :s .- $; f?.jc-;fc&L;vqy d , 

Umm Maktum said: "I said to the 2 -  J 3 '+ 3 '221; 3 '%LI ;T 
Prophet @: 'I am an old man and , a t *  blind; my house is far away, and I 9, & ' JG $1 2 ' &j; 
have no one to lead me. Is there -' , , # ,  

an" concession (for me not to 3; &G <>$ ~2 J :@4 - 
have to attend the prayer in the ?+; 5 $ J$ '&?'$ $6 2 mosque)?' He said: 'Can you hear . a? :JG .F :& cy61al p $ :Ji 
the call?' I said: 'Yes.' He said: 
'Then I d o  n o t  f i n d  a n y  3 &f LD 
concession for you."' (Da'if) 

j! ,-lr +A ;p G ; ~ U I  "UI ';&I i,J~,3i ~z_T;! [++ D>L~] :Pi;' 
.U 2. (iv/r)>,I, &i, (20r)+ +L, c & ~  r$ ?iJx! + a+ 

Comments: 
a. The Hadith underlines the importance of the prayer in congregation, so 

much so, that the Prophet @ did not grant any sort of concession, even to 
Ibn Umm Maktum & although he was handicapped in several ways. 

b. The Prophet jkg did not accept Ibn Umm Maktum's request to allow him to 
stay away from the prayer in congregation, because he jkg wanted him to 
earn more and more reward in the Hereafter. His wish was to create an 
inducement in him for the congregational prayer although as we how, a 
blind man who finds it difficult to attend the prayer in the mosque is 
allowed to perform it at home as it happened in the case of 'Itbin bin M%k 
Q ( S u m  Ibn mjah: 754). 
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793. It was narrated from Ibn 
$5 $, & c26 - v 9 r  

'Abbb that the Prophet said: 
~, 

"Whoever hears the call and does ;F + 3 y+ cv 
not come, his prayer is not valid, 2 < $ S  ++ 2 '$ $1 
except for those who have an # ,  , - 
excuse." (Sahih) $ sn ; JC g $1 2 '&g +I -, , 

,& QL ' a  :%+ ic; 'St p 6~al 
. c2k 

+ y * ~ & > + l + + J - ~  t Y 7 : z ' & - > l  * y i [ p O l  :c+ 
,>yI> JS ,d& J, '+iJj ,+WI -J I,LWI u c U L  cp 

_+& .,LL 
Comments: 

The prayer being invalid either means that the prayer shall lose its full 
reward or that the blessing of All.31 promised for a prayer in congregation 
shall be denied to it. 

794. Ibn 'Abbb and Ibn 'Umar $7 GG :$G 2 6k - V9t 
narrated that they heard the 

9; 3 c31$31 rp+ 2 'kLf Provhet .@ sav on his wulvit: . . -~ " ~ e L ~ l e  s g u l d  'desist from failing 2, : ;& + +I @ '$ 4i to attend the congregations, ,@ &!$ ,, ,' 
otherwise All* will seal their &I 3 ' d G  ., 
hearts, and then they will be 2 ti$f w'D :?21$f & 'j& among the negligent." (Sahih) & ;f G e ~ l + l  && 

Comments: . ? 

a. Pointing out the mistake of a few before the assembly was intended to 
admonish others, and dissuade them from falling into that error. 

b. Pointing out the mistake of someone without naming him is designed to 
make him concerned, and realize his mistake without humiliating him 

c. Some of the sins could be the cause of the heam being sealed that would 
slam the door on reform in the future. 

d. Avoiding prayers in congregation is a huge sin punishable by the sealing of 
the heart even in this world. 

795. It was narrated that U s h a h  a&l & ~ i  2 A~ & - vqO 
bin Zaid said: "The Messenger of - 

g$ said: 'let men desist 21 2 '& 5Jj l  62 :*%I 
, , 
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f rom fail ing to a t tend the  i 

congregation, otherwise I will c5$l 9~ ."; 4';. & I  
,, * ,  

# -* 

burn their houses down."' 1 & 91 3 4 ;  JG . JG 6; $ ZLI 2 
(Sakik) .f -, ,,' 

C r t + l  $2 jL 3gJ m'a 
a ,  * ' 9  t 

.',e%? j r z y  

4 bL: &UI +dlJ '$2 - a i L !  [-I :E+ 

Chapter 18. Performing The t w ~  g h  - ( \ A  +I) 
'IshG' And Fajr Prayers In 
Congregation (TA U I )  p q  > 4 1 3  

v ,  

796. ' A i s h a h  s a i d :  " T h e  I 2 1 k 6 - V9'1 
Messenger of All& & said: 'If the 62 Qj, 62 . *,, people knew what (reward) there 

I 

is m the 'Ishâ ' prayer and Fair $ 2 g 62 .21;;91 
prayer, they would come even II 

$2 9, 2 y& 22 they had to crawl ' " (Sakih) ,. 
3 6  ' $2 .a ,. 

0- '5e 

2 G >&I $ $11 .& $1 3 4 ;  Jc  
$3 ~ $ 9  'jJI <s; &j, gs 

. UTS 
$1, , +&, YAY ' 6 9 1  2 JUI -j! [y o > L j L l  .cljJ . . 

b s  

Camments: 
a. 'If the people knew what there is' 1s the hteral translahon of the Arabic 

words of Hadrth. The 'what' here means the w a r d  and the blessqs 
promised by All& for the worshppers. 

b. Reward and blessings m queshon have only been promed for prayers 
performed m congregation. 

797. It was narrated that Abu ief .s <f 2 $ ;J - V9V 
Huralrah said: "The Messenger of 
All& said: 'The most i dG <r 2 c&$~  4 G2c ;f 
burdensome prayers for the * 

g $ 1  3 4 ;  JG JG :;$ &f ,y hypomtes are the 'Ishi' prayer and 
, ,~* ' 

the Fa]? prayer If only they knew &b g !  %dl 2 < ! I  $7 
what (reward) there is in them, 

~ $ 9  ,+ *& $; 'MI ;*s3 they would come to them even if 
the; had to crawl.' " (Sahik) u ? g  $3 - 
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will send prayer upon anyone of kc~13  '% cwl + ,  

you so long as he remains in the c;K G 'f% - 
place where he prayed, saying: 6$~ # 2 !I: G $gf & ~d 
"0 AUih, forgive him; 0 All&, $, h, '2 $I :;J$* -e & 
have mercy on him; 0 Allih, 
accept his repentance," so long as ce $ '& $, 
he does not commit Hadath nor 
disturb anyone.'" (Sahih) .P+$$ G 
$T +b ,y i v v : z  ' ;dl  2 ;&I "L ';&I 'G>L&J *,A :c+ 

.Y+ + L 3 L  
Comments: 
a. We must reach the mosque well before the prayer beg& so that we are 

able to perfonn the Sunnah and voluntary prayers, or earn reward Lrom 
Alliih by Hk remembrance or the recitation of the Noble Qur'in. 

b. Waiting for the start of the obligatory prayer in the mosque fetches as much 
reward as for the p e r f o m c e  of it. Recitation of AUWs Names and 
praises, and the performing of voluntary prayers in the mean time can 
bring us additional reward. 

c. It is extremely rewarding to continue to sit reciting the Names and praises 
of AU2h at the same place after the completion of the obligatory prayer. 

d. (i) 'So long as he does not disturb anyone' has also been taken to mean that, 
as long as he does not affront any worshipper by uttering improper words. 
(ii) 'Committing Hadath' could mean the passing of the wind which, if done 
in the mosque, could cause discomfort to the worshippers. And AU& 
knows best. 

800. It was narrated from Abu : 7 $1 A . 
Hurairah that the Prophet g said: ." .', 
"A Muslim does not regularly ' 2 9 1  3 '+.!? d f  21 E?L :$G -, 7 * - , ~  
attend the mosques to perfonn 
prayer and remember Allih, but &:;$ +$7 ,y c ? &  g +& ,y 
AUih feels happy with him just as '; .&y GO :jG @ $1 
the family of one who is absent P A  , * <  -, 

3 z ,  3: yL <* & ~ l  feels haoov when he comes back 
to them? (~ahih) f+i 1 : ~  c+% +$51 $9 , - ,  & G 

, 

dl -, '+ +2i $T 3 Y V f  : z  '&ql *pT IF a > L l l  zc+ 
.@dl, c \ Y / l : , J ~ l ,  ~ \ 7 . v : ~  ' ( A L y l )  dl+ dl, '\oar:c 'L> 

Comments: 
A l m s  feeling happy or unhappy is one of the attributes of D. The 
unanimous view of the pious predecessors regarding the attributes of All& 
is that we believe in them as they are mentioned in the Qdk and AMdith 
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without either denying them or twisting their meaning, or giving them 
resemblance to any of the created things. 

801. I t  was  na r ra ted  t h a t  :&jl2l 5 $ k f  G k  - A * \  . , 
'Abdullih bin 'Amr said: "We ';c 62 :g % gl 62 
performed the Maahrib (prayer) 
with the ~ e s s e n ~ e r  of A h h ' ~ ;  2 $1 3 ' ~ $ 7  4r 5 ' ~ 6  *; 
then those who went back went gg pi 4s;; g & :JC; JF 
back, and those who staved, 
stayed. Then the ~ e s s e n ~ e i  of 5 -2 '5; 5 ~2 '+$'I 
AUSh @$ came back in a huny, , I- 
out of breath, with his zarment 2 'ie$ @g 41 3 4 ;  ;L&i &+A - 
pulled up to his knees, and said: : JG 2 32 '91 :$ ,. . 
'Be of good cheer, for your Lord , # 

"I$! & LG 9 3 p> 12 '1~27~ has opened one of the gates of : . . 
heaven and is boasting of you :J& ' & f ~ l  & &G i r U l  
before the angels, saying: "Look 
at My slaves; they have fulfilled 

L3M &j 3 6?k J! -, 
one obligatory duty and are 
awaiting another." (Sahih) . as$ 

a. +l- j. ~ A V ' \ A T / Y : L J  +yT [- a a L l l  :c+ 
. L h f d o L L  ' ~ . h / Y : k T ~ s l r s U l d ~  c k > i i 4 & d s  ~ ~ ~ d l - ~  

Comments: 
a. Staying back in the mosque awaiting the prayer is an act of great virtue. 
b. Man's knee is not the part of body which it is unlawful to expose before 

others. 
c. All& the Gloritied, comunicates such things to the angels because it was 

they who had remarked that man will make mischief and shed blood on the 
earth. 

802. It was narrated from Abu 2 &g> G?& : y;$ <$, I b b  - A * Y  

Sa'eed that the Messenger of I 1 > 3 '$2 
All21 g said: "If you see a man . , , 

,, # ,  frequenting the mosques, then dyj  ;u L 5 2 ' $1 ,f ' * 
-, 3 

bear witness to his faith. All& 
;g 2 3 1  $f; :'Jg gg savs: 'The mosaues of Allih shall - ,  

be maintained &Iy by those who %I ~6 ' b L Y  L 3 I&% , & ~ l  
, -t: 

believe in Allih and the Last 
Day."'['' (Da.8 s\; g 41 * se q+ :$j 

"I At-Tnubah 9:18 
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